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oN sATURDAY, April 26, 1969, in Detroit, Micnigan at a Black
Economic Development Conference sponsor?d l?y the Inter-
religious Foundation for Community Orgaplzatlon' .(IFC.O),
we issued the Black Manifesto which is basically divided into
three parts: (1) the preamble, a propheti.c version of how we
see change and revolution inside the Um.tcd States; (2) con-
crete programs and demands for reparations upon the racist
white, Christian churches and Jewish synagogues; (3) pro-
grammatic ways or tactics to achieve our objectives.

Since the issuing of the Black Manifesto many of us have
spoken throughout thé United States trying to'orga.mze §11p-
port for its implementation. The following article is written
primarily for Black Dialogue, but it is fundamentally the
speech I delivered at the National Black Theatre on Sun.da}',
July 6, 1969. The spoken word has been adapted to a written
stvle in some instances. It is the intention of the author that
th‘vis article and “speech” will form a supplement to the Black
\Manifesto and that a minimum of seven million copies will be
distributed in black communities throughout the Unitef]
States. The international implication of the Manifesto is e\'.l-
denced by the fact that the Political Burcau of the Republic
of Guinea has issued an editorial of support.

Inside the United States we suffer from the most vicious,
racist, capitalistic, imperialistic system known to mankind.
\Whereas all of us in this room today, at this partxcular gather-
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ing of the National Black Theater, may be struggling for our
liberation, there arc millions of black people who are not

struggling for their liberation, who are not totally conscious
of all their oppression.

Why is this the case?

Why is it that some of us are dedicated to giving our total
lives for the liberation of black people and others are not? The
answer lies fundamentally in the mass line of the BEDC and
its Black Manifesto; namely the three “c’s”: control, conflict

_and change.

Operating upon all of us are a whole set of control factors,
many of which we are not aware. These control factors, how-
ever, have been drummed in our heads for centuries, and we
accept them as realities, hence the major reason we are not
all totally dedicated to liberation.

It is not enough just to say that the system is tyrannical;
that it’s racist; that it's capitalistic; that it’s imperialistic. Al-
though that is a correct analysis, what are some of the mani-
festations of racism, capitalism and imperialism that make us
submit to tyranny inside this country? This can be determined

by a thorough discussion of the control factors ¢ jerating on
our lives.

Any kind of liberation struggle—anywhere in the world—
seeking revolution, intending to overthrow oppression, trying
to deal with the tyranny that opp.resses that particular group
of people must, in fact, make this concrete analysis of all of

the control factors operating upon that oppressed group of
individuals.

Inside the United States there arce approximately thirty
major control factors operating upon us. In every “ty, in every
town, in every county and in every state there .l be addi-
tional variations; but what we are talking 2bout are the major
control factors which make us submit to the tyranny of this
country. These kinds of control factors are responsible for our
brothers fighting in Vietnam; they are not mercenaries. We
have been so indoctrinated, so controlled by certain factors as
we grow up that we begin to fight in Vietnam for the "‘United
States government, even though there are those of us who are
opposed to fighting in Vietnam.
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What are some of these control factors?

One: The_concept of citizenship. This is a major control
factor. The entire fabric of this particular system of govern-
ment is designed to instill in us the concept that we are citi-
zens of this country. Every particular act of the various

Jlinstitutions inside the United States tries to drum this into our
“minds every day.

We know this concept of citizenship is a lot of bull.

We know that.

We're hipped to that.

We were not citizens in 1789 when they said we were
three-fifths of men as written in the Constitution of the United
States.

We're hipped to the fact that we are not citizens today.
Nevertheless, it is imperative that this government try to con-
sciously promote the feeling that we are citizens of this coun-
try. It is only by promoting the concept that we are citizens
of this country that it is able to control us and make us submit
to its tyranny. Therefore, one of the first jobs that we have to
do is to work to consciously destroy the myth that we are
citizens of the United Statcs.

Two: The educational process. The educational process of
‘the United States is geared not only to make us feel that we

are citizens, but also to make us conform. It i is g(:md to m: 1Lc ;

US-SUPE; o geared t weus-abey the holice, obey
courts and all other institutions of this fd]se democracy. There-
fore any liberation struggle has to deal with the cducational
process inside a colonized territory, inside any situation where
people are oppressced. We know this. All we have to do is to
open our eves and look at the cducational system inside the
United States. That educational system does not teach us to
rebel against the United States, but in fact teaches us h()\\ to
_conform. A classic example is how we all learn to p] e our
hands on our hearts and recite: “I pledge allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for
which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all” For cight vears in clementary school
we say it This is a conscious inculcation, a conscious brain-
washing by the educational system.
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Check the textbooks; check the history books.

When we get into high school, we notice brothers in the
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) saluting and re-
citing once again: “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America....” By the time a brother is cight-
een, the educational system has consistently programmed him
where he wants to become a Second Licutenant in the United
States Air Force or in the United States Army. That is why
ROTC exists in colleges—to reinforce the primary and sccond-
ary educational system which makes us submit to this kind,
of government.

Three: The mass media and the communication system.
This is fundamentally a technique of the United States and all
Western powers with their highly industrialized communica-
tion systems It's no accident that many of tl.

so-called

“Negro” newspapers _in_this Launtp,_an,_m_fm_t_amd by

white cagltallsts What gocs into those new spapers affects our
images—not to mention the New York Daily News and all the

garbage which is spread throughout the United States.

The_psvchological control effect of the television netw ork in
this country has ncver rca") been estimated. We know it's
there, notwithstanding “Julia.” It’s no accident that the “Black
Heritage” program was shown at 9:00 o'clock in the mornming.
This was a delibérate programming, in order not to gct the
idcas contained in “Black Heritage” over to the masses of
black people. At 9:00 o'clock in the morning we are out hus-
tling jobs, and we don’t have time to turn on the television.

Four: The dogma and practice of the white Christian
churches. As far as I'm concern.d, this has been one of the
most consistent and effective control mechanisms opcrating
upon us. I happen to be old enough to remember my mother
telling me: “Well, don’t worry about the white man. son; he'll
get his in hell. We will have everlasting life, so don't worry
about him; these 60 or 70 vears of hard times which we face
will be 1othing compdrcd to our eternitv of peace and his
cternity of damnation.” As long as this kind of psychology and
ideology is spread by the Christian churches, people will not
go on to struggle for their liberation.

During the period of slavery and even todav in most in-
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stances the practices.and-dogma-of-the Christian churches are
in fact made to _order for an enslaved group of People Let us
examine it: Here we are slaves inside the United States, and
so the man comes with the Bible and says “Blessed are the
poor, for they shall inherit the earth, or they shall see God.
Blessed are the meek for they shall see the kingdom of God.”
Here we are poor—toiling in the fields, chopping the cotton
and the man says to us, “It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle, than it is for a rich man to go to heaven.”

So all of these things were comforting in many ways to our
ancestors and even to some of us. Now I don’t take the posi-
tion—and this is something that we have to argue abcut—
that the Christian church was in fact a survival element for
black people. That’s just a hypothetical argument. We have
no way of proving it; but I do know that the ideology, prac-
tices, and involvement with the Christian church helped to
control us and made us submit more and more to the tyranny
of this country.

Now the same thing is true today because many people be-
lieve the racist Chr stian_ideology. believe that there is an
eternity, belleve there is life after death, that God is all pow-
erful and that even the sufferlngs on this particular earth will
be rewarded by eternity.

Five: The profit motive system and upward mobility. The
a1-V system strives to make us[Competitive) If we are not competi-
(ihd tive, we cannot become good capitalists. We cannot become

p\D® - good people inside this system of government, and we are pro-
et grammed consciously to try to make money, to make profits,

to be upward mobile, to try to get more and more cars, a bet-
ter home; and all that’s on an individualistic basis too.

Six: The love of life and the fear of death. This is very real,
you see, because this society with its materialistic base makes
us want to love life, makes us want to love life consciously.
We are supposed to love life and fear death and that becomes

\o £ "1 a very significant control mechanism. I,L_j.s.bgttg_r_toiic_ﬂ_l\&
ing To be a woman than to die of OEW
ﬁmﬂm}\out our lives.
" The Toveof-1ife b

€ € becomes real because many people are not
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willing to take chances, are not willing to risk, are not willing
to make sacrifices, are not willing to do day-to-day work be-
cause they love life, and they fear death. They don’t want to
be killed; they want to live. And, therefore, they will submit
to all forms of tyranny and oppression becausc they want to

live; and there is only one absolute certainty in life, “and

thats death. Once you're dead, you're dead; there’s no reé?

prieve, no redress, no heaven, no hell. You are dead, and if
you lie out on the streets, you'll rot away. And you will see
what there is afterwards. It doesn’t matter how much embalm-
ing fluid, or what type of caskets we get, death is death! If
we, in fact, fear.death and we are not willing to take certain
risks, then we will stay oppressed.

This is a problem that the Vietnamese also face. To love
life is a part of Western mythology. One is supposed to love
life despite all of the bad things inherent in Western civiliza-
tion which go on. And I maintain that the love of life and fear
of death is a key control factor. We should not all v the fear
of death to operate as a control ‘mechanism even though we
dore

Seven: The.fear.of.ideologies which call for revolution in
the United States. This is another mechanism which the man
uses to control us. There is no mystery why the Panthers are
being attacked. There is no mystery why brothers who es-
pouse liberation or revolution are in jail all over this country.
The man, the government, wants to make us fear these kinds
of ideologies. There is no mystery, even as far as the BEDC
is concerned, why there is a federal grand jury subpoenaing
people in Detroit, Michigan like today, and the BEDC is only
two months old. But the federal government has seen fit to
call the grand jury hearing to subpoena people. Now ask your-
self, why? Obviously, if it were no threat, there-would be no
federal grand jury. Check it-out. T ook around there are a
whole lot of people who are walking around doing one thing
and saying another. But they are not being persecuted by the
government. In many ways, they don’t posc as great a threat
as do other forces and other individuals. You can judge the
ef{ectlveness of some_things by the amount of f persecution
which the govemment puts_d down. Irjou are not a threat

N L M .
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they will not ]lgt].]ir you; they'll just let you run around.
That's a fact.

Eight: The_police_ar ithe ilitary forces, Ordinarily,
when we think of control, this is what we think of as a major
force; but it’s not. All of these other factors we have tulked
about are important because the police can’t be everywhere,

''The police cannot be all over Africa. The military alone did
not control Africa. It took the missionary, moncy, indircet rule

and other aspects of colonialism. The paolice and-the-military

arc one of the last control mech: cernment uses.

Sometimes we make the mistake and just think the police are
the only control mechanism operating on us, and if we did
away with the police that would c¢nd our problems. This s
just nu true,

Nine: The administration of justice, the courts, bail, the ju-
dicial system. It's no wonder that the hrothers who were ar
“rested in the so-called Panther plot have a $100,000 bail on
them. or that there were various legal entanglements in the so-
called July 21, 1967, “frame-up.” All of the administration of
justice becomes a control mechanism because, if you imposc
high bail, then the brothers can't get out on the strects. If the
juries are stacked, there is no chance for justice.

Ten: The.use.of police informers, spics, rumors and_slander

campaigns. In certain black communities it is said the spy nct-

5 R ~ S 0 g
, work is greater than the CIA overseas. Thats possible. and

it
¢ P\C2,
e EeAl To00K At the historyof framc-ups fere in Harlem. Look at

the so-called Statue of Liberty case, where Woads, a police
informer, began to sct up the whole plot, went and got the
dynamite and planted the microphone in the brother’s car;
and Woods is still running around. He might be informing on
this mecting, T don’t know.

Many of the brothers who are fighting for liberation in
Rhodesia say that there are so many police informers spying
for the Ian Smith government that any time they try to mount
an attack in any particular city or countrysidce that the broth-
ers go and fail. Police informers have framed most of the mili-
tants who have been unjustly accused of certain so-called
crimes. The casc of Brother Ferguson is only onc recent exam-
ple. Tronically, the government is using black people to in-
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form on one another, and some of us fall for this treachery for
a few pieces of silver.

I assure you there is only \ y to deal with police informers
and you know what I mean. I want to make this very, very
clear; we've said this all over the country and I'm saying it
right here. Now you can call that hot air if you want to, or
you can call it just a lot of wolfing, but you take your chances,
because there is only one way in the world we are going to
stop these informers from standing up.

Eleven: The assassination of black leaders. -The killing of

- people who Atmgl_pggitiom against the injustices of this

society, who fight racism, capitalism and imperialism and who

_refuse to submit to the tyranny of this country is a mechanism

that the government uses.to control the rebelling black popu-
lation. In Cleveland today Brother Ahmed Evans is facing
electrocution. The government is finding a scapegoat for the
July 23, 1968, self-defense in Cleveland. Brother Ahmed Evans
is absolutely innocent, and I am told by Sister Mae Mallory
that the record indicates he was in the house of a police offi-
cer for six hours during the whole time of rebellion. Hc ever,
since there was a strong military apparatus developing among
the brothers, the state of Ohio and the United States govern-
ment are deliberately assassinating this brother to help con-
trol the population. All of us who are hlack must join in the
fight to save his life and unite with the fuly 23rd Defense
Committee which is fighting for his survival.

But.the.most cffective method oi curbing .
sinations _of black i 1

retribution has to he deliberately planned. well organ' - d and
quite selectiy man can protect his life ultimatei  There
1s a picture to our left of Brother Malcolm who paid the su-
preme price, but is no accident that he was killed in public.
His killing was designed by the CIA to frighten the popula-
tion as it did in many instances, All those l)m:h?rléifrom the
period of Reconstruction through to ayvgwggg,_j‘rz‘lctcdupon
_black men and women to frighten the ()jyy_!gtiqr_l,rjgamgggggn

of us afraid to_challenge the system 'nt_that op-
presscs us. T cgree that

-presscs.us, The will of a people is weakened
it is frightened by thc assassination of its leaders.

R e T ———
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When we were working to save the life of Brother Huey, we
raised the cry that tHe sky is the limit if he were sent to the
electric chair. Some of us were prepared to go down if he had
been killed by the state, for only organized, deliberate and se-
lective retribution will minimize the killing of black people by
the corrupt military machinery of this government. Political
leadership must establish its price well in advance of %5 as-

sassination. Tt ‘must call for the destruction of p power stations,

gas ms police stations, water pumps and buildings, and
the sclective killing of imperialists who are choking the life
of mankind around the world. As the struggle escalates, th
price must go higher and higher; and organization for retribu-
tion and revolution must become more deliberate, more scien-
tific, carcfully planned and intensely selective. 3
Efforts must be made to organize all segments of the popu-

]aﬂ&r_FBrms of organization and stages of sfrugglg,cannof

or the final clash is years away and prohably will

lpPC(

not come in our lifetime, but we must worI\ as if cvery dav is

‘the final day—taking the long- range viewpoint so as not to be-

fome trustrated and demoralized when quick victories are not

around the corner.
welve: The WX of job.security,. inadequate_payment. of
wages, and consumer credit. bility to deny one se-

\_..curity for his f;amlly and for_ hxmsnl.f through the withholding
0% of wages and thedismissal from his or her job becomes one of

0!

FTTT————
the_most_effective_control mechanisms ;hat ﬂns socicty im-

. poses T age payments and consumer credit are de-
sfgfn(*; to c%echvely control the population and make us all
toe the line of the capitalist road to destruction. Many people
do not struggle for fear of losing their jobs and the meager

security they have for their family. Consumer credit and the
installment plan of buying has been the graveyard of many

militants and potential revolutionaries, fow—pmgmmmﬂ

Thirtcen: The_practices of the white-dominated trade un-
_ions, Trade unions in this country are not ‘only racists T their
treatment of black workers, union practices and officer struc-
ture, but also in terms of their practices and attitudes toward
the third world, the people of Africa, Asia and Latin America.

A};o want_goods and_services more than justice and liberation.
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~industries are locating in South Africa, for instance;
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v/ Harlem or many other black com iti iberatecalcn-
‘ Iations of the racist government of the United States.

%’self -explanatory.

v

L/*/’ heroin and never live to see sixteen, how can they fight to lib-
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General Motors, Ford, Chr

d all the other automotive

same time the racist United Automobile Workers’ Union does

“not call a strike against-thesc plants for_their treatment of -

black workers in South Afnca or the miserable wages or pol-

~ictes—of apartheid: <
ack workers in many parts of this country form sixty-five

to eighty percent of the work force at the point of production,
but they do not control their unions; and the racist white-dom-
inated leadership has no interest in ending their explmt_a‘_tvlon
or that of black people around the world. 7
Fourteen: The_denial of adequate health and medical fa-
cilities. The infant mortalxty rate is so high for black infants
that genocide is committed at birth. If black children cannot
grow up to be men and women, their potential for revolution-
ary work is killed by the state. Therc is no medical school in

“While it is truethat—thirty—tofifty mittiomof us surviv ed

the atrocmcs of the slave trade, how many of us died and do
die through the lack of adequate medical facilities? Clearly in-
adequate medical facilities is a form of genocide.

Fifteen: The welare system and_its administration. This is

Sixteen: Dope in our communities. \WWhen young black men
and women thirteen and fourteen years old are addicted to

eration? It is impossible. In fact, they become agents against
liberation when they become twenty-two or twenty-three be-
cause they are forced to rob the population in order to get
dope. w_&_;_thi:d_govemment inside the ‘Unii:tng\
States. While the black dope pusher_is part of this control
_mechanism, he is. still_not_the_major.sonrce, He is a minor
agent, for the real responsibility lies with the system of gov-
“ernmen. that allows.it.to.come across the borders, profits in it
and allows it to flourish in black communities.

“Seventeen: The Jown’&radtng of our African heritage and
culture This is a factor we are all aware of. But to the extent

we accept and vpift Western history, Western values, West-
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ern culture, Western mythology, Western religion, the process
of control becomes more effective.

Eighteen: The lack of concrete ties with the African conti-
nent. The importance of this as a control mechanism can be

more readily undcerstood by comparing the situation of the Jews
in this country to Israel as a state. The United Jewish Appeal

““and other forms of Jewish philanthropy inside the United

States had much to do with the financing of militant Jewish
groups and the formation of Israel.

Our own consciousness about hclping African liberation
movements is not very developed, and there are few ways in
which we lend our technical skill to develop the African con-
tinent. This in turn forces African countries to turn to their
former colonial masters and even to Israel for help. I am not
suggesting the fault is entirely ours, but we must accept our
share of the responsibility. The fault is fundamentally with
imperialism, but we must try through our own efforts to break
it.

In Tanzania, for instance, Israe! built a hotel which will be
completely owned by the Tanzanian government in a few
years. Yet, once the hotel was built, it was necessary for the
Tanzanian government to send some of its citizens to Israel to
study bed making, the art of waiting tables, cashiering and
other trades associated with the running of a hotel. Tanzania
exercised its options, but these are skills which we employ and
teach every day.

SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee) once
tried to have a program called the Afro-American Skills Bank
through which we would try to send people from the United
States to Africa for a period of two or three years, and we
got very high confirmation from African governments. Obvi-
ously, the Central Intelligence Agency and the entire fabric
of the United States government moved to stop this program
through various means. It would have been too much of a
threat to this government for black people to go abroad, not
under the sponsorship of the United States government, but
actively carrying a line that is opposed to this form of govern-
ment.

The Iack of concrete ties with the Afncan continent makes
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it_possible for our continent to be exploited by others; and it
stnnbthcns the posslhlhtus for lics l)y the Umt( d Statcs gov-
cmment.and_disscnsion_bet twun Afnmns on }ml_',‘ umhncnt
_and those of us overscas, m(ludm& Ot rotides i Se e
"the West Indics, Tor instance, the United States Information
Agency prints a magazine called Topie which is distributed
only in Africa. In the first issuc it showed Bob Moses and Mrs.
Fannic Lou lamer winning two scats at the Demacratic con-
vention of August, 1964. This is a flagrant lic, but it was told
by a government that is engaged in coups and killings to get
its will, and the telling of a lic in Africa is not beyond its ca-
pacity. The United States government had to explain what
happencd at the Democratic convention of 1964, and it chose
to lic about the results, for the truth would have been damag-
ing to its propaganda. Other issucs of this magazine have
showed the Bronx High School of Scicnce with a high per-
centage of blacks. They arc trying to promote the concept that
integration is an Amecrican dream which becomes a reality in
that high school. Onc issuc stated that the average income of
all blacks in the United States is $7,000 a ycar.

Through the lack of concrete ties, the U.S. government is
able to program us_and Afrlcans _into_belicying there is no
‘solidarity_between the tyxo of us to intc nsify the pmpamnda
that.upward ‘mobility_is_a.virtuc.which_all blacks in the US.
seck as well as thc matcrial possessions.of this _country. In-
side Africa, the Cultural Affairs officers of the U.S. embassics
have the greatest contact with the African masses; and most,
if not all, of these are “Negroes” who help to spread rumors
and falsc information about our condition in the U.S.

Nincteen: The domination of the African _continent by the
Western pouwers. As lonf7 as the African continent is domi-
nated hy Western cconomic interests, then we can expect little
help from it in our fight for libcration. Nobody will stand up
in the United Nations and (hfamplon the causc of black ] people
msndc the U S. if there is great fear. of,g&cgnomxc rctaliation by
' thc U.S. and othcr \Vcstcm intcrests. It is no accident that it is

difficult to find countrics in Africa that will assist a brother

who is secking political asylum. There arc some, but their
numbers arc limited; and this relates to the precarious cco-
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nomic position in which the African countries find themselves,
although we must learn to live underground inside the U.S.
We ourselves must realize that we are much to blame for
these conditions for we have not heightened our own sense
of consciousness and conerete work to help eliminate these
conditions. At the same time black CIA agents, cultural affairs
officers, other representatives of the U.S. government do much
—deliberately—to antagonize the African population with re-
spect to us living in the U S.

Twenty: The_lack of capital for the cooperative develop-
ent of b[aclg"qp_m(r}yr}iti.ed.g in thigv_chy]}_gfy-g‘p'(jmé&ica. This is
an éxtremely vicious obstacle and control mechanism. For
/ whilc Africa is the richest continent on the carth, yet it is very
/éq_.. poor. In order to develop industrially, capital is necded. Co-
o~ lonial powers™ grante@ political frdependence but maintained
_' 224w/ control of most cconomics. There is no mystery why Brother
Nkrumah didn’t survive, for he was on the verge of breaking
the strangl hold on the Ghanian cconomy imposcd by the
Western powers. The ]agk of funds for the coopcerative devel-
opment of the black communitx r‘(}_érults”’f"rJq_rQ_ Ehﬂc_rﬂ‘t_gp_gg_‘n_roﬁt
motive system under which we live and the desire to maintain
¢ that system. s B A
'iuﬁ“\’ife'n’t_y-‘onc; The lack of organizations which seek to de-
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A

sl velop. political, ¢conomic and military forms for the survical
/ and revolution. Many organizations relate to only one side of
the. triqng]c—.t}.i_-éthﬁaifi'cm: _military, “cconormic triangle—but
all_srganizations should seck’ to_develop the three simultanc-

ouslv. During the period of Reconstruction, there were many

forms of political activity by black people, but the inability to

defend the black political institutions caused their loss as well

as the loss of the lives of many pcople. The political ideology

rp&l!it“Sf‘Ck revolution with a coopcrative cconomic_content.

‘ (; - Twenty-two: "The_absénce of a centralized _intelligence
| yﬁ-c""“"’{ “yagency. for.the use.of black.pcople a,r_{aig‘x.swt_th(;‘z:r_b_,w“l_zirte_gl)l}rcs-

')ff
oy c ﬂ“"’ A

PG o

0 y;w,\i . "ggifv,lzq_rvfig:giggqrs anludcd. This is vitally necessary to mini-
mize in

formers, to post and spread _information about good,
L0 S it s dins p e S Rt T A A= — oo ey e
”b‘ad and indifferent programs in the community. This requires

a f]igH “degree of s‘l(ill'i'nwﬁirfhihg a sccuhrt’v'mh’f)paratus, but
these skills can be acquired.
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Twenty-three: The lack of trained cadres capable of organ-
izing people to struggle for their liberation. Explair.'nng and
}ig_qlgj:j_rigjtrllgglc against th_orco_gtr(r)l factc‘)v_r'.smg[z_cla”t_lp%*ughoﬁr}
us can only come through disciplined cadres agitating fo.rTBeu'
change. Tn Victnam this'iseatled armed propaganda umits; bat™
" the form remains the same. There must be conscious, dedi-
cated groups of people willing to make every sacrifice to pro-
mote conflict in order to produce change.

\/ Twenty-four: The_promotion.among black people that non-

violence is the method to change our conditions inside the

- U.S. At this stage of our struggle we can sce how the govern-
ment is intensely trying to cling to this concept while it plun-
ders and kills in Vietnam.
Twenty-five; The inability to understand that the total popu-
lation, men, women, and children must be seen_as revolution-

4 aﬂL_This is quite often difficult for some brothers who arc not

P in the habit of realizing the revolutionary nature of women;
\ # but, if the Algerians had adopted this attitude, then their rev-
Volution would not have succceded to the point it did; for the

liberation front mobilized the total energies of the population,
women included. Algerian women were very effective in con-
cealing weapons and transporting messages.
Twenty-six: The Poverty Program. It was designed to _con-
| trol the rising militancy of the black popu ation. There are
A\/"\’l‘\}é‘ ‘ ‘ \'\Efif‘ﬁ'é‘“grotﬁ(\rs and sisters wiﬂ?ﬁ"ﬂm against the

VJ"»Q government, but for the most part revolutionary militancy has

Y \"-':"“{ been curbed by the introduction of the poverty program in
/ccrtain arcas.

The poverty program and other federally funded projoc.‘ts
are not designed to instill the habit of cooperative 0.\’”(‘1‘5}1‘11),
but to pay off and buy more stooges. One must wonder w1t'h
all the monev that the povorfy program spends why there is
not one ma]'é)r industrial printing plant where black -people
_are learning the skills of industrial printing.

g ”_;_k Twenty-seven: Psychological warfare perpetrated by the

| U.S. government inside ma.ck'cgmmum’tics. The extent of this
e L RV 444 ERAAAN-EES AR L2020 B 20 St Ut A A LEEAA A Al 1 f
/is not known, but we would be most unwise not to realize

that a government that has trained personnel in psychological
warfare operating around the world would not apply some of
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those same techniques inside an area it considered dangerous.

We mentnoned rumors. There are those which get passcd by
the population in general and there are those which get “de-
liberately fostered and promoted by agencies of the govern-
ment, especially the Central Intelligence Agcncy and the
Federal Burcau of Investigation. Unfortunately, many people
feel they can talk to the FBI without realizing that the FBI
and the CIA play on percentage points. They will spread ru-
mors in order to frighten the population.

Then there is the _type of psychological warfare which tries
to make us believe all the prob]ems remde w1thm us and that
thére “are no cxternal forces causing our oppression. Quite”
often” *his"line “is “internalized by many of us. Therefore, we
sometimes hear that there must be absolute unity before we
can do anything, or that there are no class factors within the
black community. The government achieves desired results if

_any segment of the population ignores the objective realities

of the control forces operating upon it and rather believes that

<&\ ‘,/the fault is solely within it.

“”/’
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Twenty-eight: Compacted living conditions.and.inadequate
housing. Genocide.

Twenty-nine: The_lack of land and_the_thievery of land.
Historically we have been cheated of land in this country. We
worked the land; we made others rich. Not only was there no
land redistribution after the Civil War, but there has been a
systematic attempt to deprive black people of the little land
they have owned through the years. But there is no reason tor
us to assume that any land anywhere in the U.S. does not
belong to us. We have as much right to the land and resources
of this country as anyone. There are some of us in the Black
Economic Development Conference who assert the total land
mass and resources of this country must be administered
under revolutionary black leadership in order to prevent the
recurrence of racism and exploitation.

Self-Determination and the Transfer of Power

_Essentially, the fight for reparations is one of self-determina-

tion and thc transfcr of _power. \\e have made demands upon
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fundamentally only [seven major sources of capital in the
United States: The Usited States government, banks, business
ent:};ises and corporations, foundations, churches and peo-

one of the major sozes of capital in this country. There are

ple. We have no argument with anyone demanding repara-
tions from the U.S. government. We support their efforts, and
we realize that the call for reparations is not a new one. How-
ever, the churches must be viewed as an extension of the gov-
emment. Not to understand the two-thousand-year-old his-
torical relation of the Christian church with the rise and fall
of governments and their complicity in our enslavement is to
miss a very importart political point and the crux of our de-
mand for reparations.

The Christian church and Jewish synagogues must not be
seen merely as religious institutions. They are more than that.
They are more than just a control mechanism with their ide-
ology of servitude. The Christian churches and Jewish syna-
gogues must be seen as ﬁnanc1al glants operatmg In a new
trlmty—the church, business andgpvemment

Tt is the unvmlmg and unmasking of the financial role of the
church which is causing the greatest consternation, the great-
est opposition. For the church has operated as a huge financial
giant for many years in this country, and its power grows
greater every day. The Catholic church is more than a power-
ful second government in many countries. It is a worldwide
government with tremendous influence. The world mission-
aries of all the denominations work hand in hand with gov-
erment and business.

The National Black Skills Bank. In order to more effectively
deal with the program demands contained in the Manifesto,
we are in the process of organizing throughout the United
States the talents and skills of many black poop]e into the Na-
tional Black Sklllﬂg_r}]} We are encouragmg the formation of
these units so that the Manifesto may be adapted and ex-
panded upon to fit the conditions of any given area. We do
not claim that the projected sites listed in the Manifesto are
fixed and immutable. We are asking people around the coun-
try to adapt them to their particular area and to help in their
implementation. We are most concerned with the use of lei-
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_sure time. Many people have free time after their job, and
the use of this leisure time becomes very important. If many
people would donate six to eight hours a week fighting one or
more of the control mechanisms operating upon us, then we
would be further ahead on the road to liberation.

Resistance to the Black Economic Development Confer-

_ence. In the initial stages many people thought we were not
serious. Our determination and our capacity for work began
to force more recognition of our demands. Then there was an
effort to completely circumvent us. In Harlem this took the
form of the Union Theological Seminary agreeing to give
$1,000,000 for cooperative development of the community but
not to the Black Economic Development Conference. Who
gets this money is yet to be decided. In addition, the Union
Theological Seminary voted to give $500,000 to Harlem busi-
nessmen. This was basically unacceptable to us for we are not
out to make any more black people capitalists, but to foster
the cooperative economic development of communities.

Along with the efforts to circumvent us came the picking
and choosing of certain “Negroes” with which to negotiate
and deal. We fought and will fight the bypassing of our lead-
ership. After the churches began to recognize we had more
and more popular support, then they began to trot out certain
“Negro” spokesmen and to have them to try to discredit our
efforts. This has been coupled with a massive witch hunt by
the Federal Burcau of Investigation and a federal grand jury
hearing.

Conclusion.

Our demand for $500 million in reparations from the
churches was an effort to break some of the control mecha-
nisms operating upon us in some small way. We know that this
effort is not a total solution to our problems, but the struggle
we are making and will make around our demands will
heighten our revoutionary consciousness; and the implemen-
tation of any one of our demands is an asset. However, more
important than that is what we believe has been the new per-
ception by many black people of power, its use, and how we
may achieve more “on this carth.” We have escalated our de-
mands to threc billion dollars because of the control the
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churches have on the southern “Negro” colleges. We have
sought increased funds for them from all the denominations in
order to try to make them truly black universities. While we
do not envision a quick victory but years of sustained struggle,
we are quite confident that conflict must be c‘{gz_it_cqwaj_c_)gpd
control mechanisms. This is not passive action, There must

“be a deliberate call to action, definite acts of defiance, con-

crete organizational forms, a positive assertion of the human

= ) <« . . F M TR, P
will to struggle for revolution, “a will to decolonize, _b_y‘\yh_at-
ever means available.

“We urge your support and ask you to join in the struggle.

Thank you!



