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DIAlECTICAL Pl\TD HISTORICAL VATE:RIAL.1Stft. 

by Joseph Stalin 

Dialectical materialism is the Horld outlook · of the I·1arxist
Leninist party. It is called dialecticc;l materialism tecause its approach 
to the phenorr.ena of nature, its rrethod of· ~-i::udyi.t!p- and apprel1eDOL!f£ them, 
is dialectical, vJhile its interpretation of the phenomena of' nature, its 
conceptlon of these . phenomena , - its t heory, . is · rraterialistic • .. 

Historical rr.ateriaJ.ism is the extension of . the principles of 
dialectical rraterialism to the study ·· of social life, an application of . · 
the principles of dialectical materialism to the phenomena of the life of 

·society, to the study of society and its history. 
·-
. __ Hhen describmj:r their dialectical rr.ethod, ·Marx and Engels -usua lly 

refer to Her--e l as the philosopher ~Iho fonmilated th~ · rrairi features of ,,, : _.,,,_~,: · .·· ' · 
dialectics. This, hO;.Jever, does not Jrean tJl.at the dialectics cif 'I'1arx •and 
Engels is identical tJith the dialectics 'of Hep:el. As a matter of fact, 
t'ia.rx and Engels took: from t he. Hegelian d:Laiectics ·only its "rat:ipnal kernel~" 
castin[' aside its idealistic shell, and developed it, further so· as to l end it 
a modem scientific Jorm. 

"l''Y dialectic rr.ethod,'' ·says t!jarx, "is fundamentail.ly not only _ different 
from t he Hegeli:c\n, but is its .direct oppb~ite • . To Hegel, the process 
of t hinkinp: , Hhich, under t;,e narne of 'the Idea,' he even tra:nsforrrs 
i.nto an independent suhject, is thE3 demiuq:re .(creator) ofthe real ; . 
world , and the real ~ -Jorld is only the external, phenorr:enal fom' of·, 
'the Idea. ' \"7ith rr:e , on the contrary, the ideal is nothinp else than 
the rraterial ,,,1orld reflected by the hurrBn. mi.nd, and tr2.11s lated into 
fonn.s of thought." (Capita l, Vol. I.) 

\ .. lhen describing their materialis:ri1 , !·1arx and Fnf'"els usually refer to 
Feuerbach as the philosopher v-7ho restored materialism to its ri trhts. This, 
ho\,Jever, does not- Jrecm' :.tha_t the rraterialism of )'(arx and Enpels is identical 
~-Ji th Feuerbac.,'i-). I s materialism. As a matter of f a.ct , }1arx and Eng:els took 
from Feuerbach's materialisrr its "inner kemel, 11 developed it int o a 
scientific-philosophical theory of materialism and cast · aside its idealistic 
and religious-ethical encurrbrances . T •. 1e kn.ou that Feuerbach, al thoup:h he 
'das fundarr.entally a rr.aterialist, objected to the name materialism. Engels 
more th&"1 once declared that "in spite of the rraterialist foundation, feur
bach remained bound by the traditional idealist fetters," and that "the rea l 
idealism of Feuerbach becorres evident as scon as \.\Te corr:e to his philosophy 
of rel~gion and ethics." ( LudvJig- Feuerbac..h. ) 

; ·) 1' 

TI-IE DIALECTICAL ~'1£1HOD 

Dialectics corres from t he Greek dialego, to discourse, to debate. 
In ancient tirr.es dialectics was the art .of arrivine at .the. truth by disclosjng 
the contradictions in the ar~rr.ent of an opponent and overcomir1p: these con
tradictions. '!here Here philosophers i.n ancient tirEes Hho beleived that t he 
disclosure of contradictions in thouvht i3t"1d the ·clash .of opposite opinions 
'VJas the best rr.ethod of a...YTivinf at :J:he.truth. : This dialectical method of· 
thougj1t, later e}..-i:ended to the phenorr.ena of nature, de;ve,loped . into the dial
ectical rr.ethod of apprehending nature,· which regards the phenorr.ena of ·· nature 
as beinq in constant moverr.ent and under)!oihif c6nstant c.."lan,p.e ~ a1'ld the 
developrr.ent of nature as the result of the developrrent of t he contradictions 
m nature, as 't.he result of the -. i..n·ter:9-ct:lori · of opposed f91'ces in nature . 
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In its essence, dialectics 1s the direct opposite of r.etaphysics. 

. . 

--l~:11'il::'F:RINCIPAL FEAWRES OF: ,TriE )VIA(\XIST DIALECTICAL METHOD ARE AS FOLLG\A!S: 
• ' ;· • ·• ! .' . . • • ' 6 .. ·: ' •· · . ·.' . .' .: . : . ' :.;· • 

(a) Contrary- to rretaphyi:acs, <halectJ,cs does not: regard nature as an acc1dental 
· · agglorr:erat,ton of ;thihps , .· of phenorrena , · unc<;:nnected • wi tTt , isolated from, and 

· ' , ·independent of, _each .othe~~ ~ ·-_.but as a: connected and -intefTal "7hole, in whid1 
· -- thirips , phenorrena , are or~anically connected 1-Jith, dependent on, and 

detepnined by, each . other. 
.. . ~ :·~~; L.-·.· ~ . . . . · .. :, . . · .~: 

· ·. The ~ dial~c·tical ;l~th~d . therefore hoids that n.o. phenorrt;nm ·in nature 
can 'bE:! understood if ·taken · by itself, isolated from surroundinr- phenoJTena, 
inasmuch :as.: · any phenorrencn in any realm of nature may become -rr.eaningless 
us i:r it ' is not considered in connection T,vi th the surrou.ndin_a: . ccndi ticns ' 
but divorced from them; and th,at, vice versa, any phenorrenon can be under
stood· and explairied if ccnsidered in its inseparable connection vJith 
surroundinv phenorrena , as one ccnditioned by surroundin,r: phenorrena. 

(b) ·· Contrary t ·o ·rr:etaphysics , dialectics hol ds that nature is not a state of 
. rest and i:rrirobility; sta~ation and irrJTlutabili ty ' but a , s tate of cont i nuous 

movert.ent and change ~ of continuous . re:hevial and developrrent' where sorr;:e thinp 
is ·alHays · arisirw and dev'elooinr, and . sorrethinp- alv-1ays disintepratinp-_ :and 
dyinp.; · ait1ay . · 

' !The dialectical method therefore requ1res that phenorrena should be 
considered· not only from the stondpoint of their interconnection and inter
dependence, but a l so from the standpoint of their rroverr.ent, their change , 
their develop:rr.ent, their corning into beinr- and poing out of beinp-. 

to 

The dialectical rrethod rep:ards as important primariiy not that which 
at the r-iven rnorr.ent seems to be durable and yet is already beginninp: to die 
at-Jay , but that which is arisinp: and devel oping , even thouph at the gi ven 
morr.ent it rray appear to be not durable, for the dialectical rr.ethod ccnsiders 
invincible only that which is arisi.'1p: and developinr-. 

. . ' . . 
. . 

II All nature'" says Enf!els' '' from t he srrallest ; thing 'to the b:i,_p,-g.est ' . 
from a r-raii1 of sand to the sun , from the protista (the pr.i:rnarJ 
livinp- cell) to m.an , is in a const~nt _.:;tate of corDm f into teinp
goinr: out of be inf , in a constant f lux, in_'a ceaseless ; state of 
moverrent and chanpe ." (Dic:J_lectics of Nature) . ·-·.. . •.. · , 

Therefore, dialec'tics, .·Engels says, . "takes }hinrs and their perceptual 
i mages essentiall~r in their interconneCtion , in the'ir concatenation--, in t heir 
rroveh:ent , in their rise ahd disappeara"l'ce , " · · 

( o) Contrary to rr:etaphysics; di~lectics dces not r ev.ard the process of develoo
rrent as a simple process of pro\->7th , lvhere quantitative. chanpes do not 12:ld -
to qualitative chanpe s , but as a developrrent uhich passes from insirnificant 
and imperceptible quantitative chanpes to open , fundarrental chan r-es , to 
qualitative chanpes; a developrrent in tvhich the qualitative · chanpes occur 
not pradually' but r apidl y an¢ .abruptly, taking t he forin of a, lean form one 
state to another; they occur not accidentally but as the riati.lral result of 
an acct.unul ation ' of impercep·tible and pradual quantitativ~ chari~es. 

The dialectical JT.ethod therefore .holds that the process of developrr:ent 
should be understood not as rrove:rrent in a circle , not as a sirrple repiti i.:ion 
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of "1-vhat has already occurred, but as . an Of!vJard and upHard moverrent , as a 
transition from an old qualitative state to a ne1>J qualitative state, as a 
developrrent from the simple to the . comple~, from the l cwer to the hipher: 

"Nature," says Enpels, "is the test .of dialectics, and it must be said 
for' modern natural -science that it has furnished extrerrely rich and 
daily increasinr-: materials for this test, a..'1d has thus proved that in 
the last analysis nature's ~ process is dialectical and not rretaphysical, 
that it does not rr.ove in an eternally uniform artd constantly repeated 
-circle, but passes throup.h a real history. Here prirre rrention should be 
made of Darv1in, \,Tho dealt a severe blo"l-~ to the rr.etaphy~ical conception 
of nature by provinF- that the orp.-c:mic Horld of today, plants and animals, 
and consequently JTlan too, is all a product of a process of developrent 
that has been in propress for JT1illions of years . "(Socialism, Utopian 
and Scientific.) 

Describinv diaiectical developrrent as a transition from quantitative 
changes t o qualitative chan pes , Engels says : -

"In physics ••• every chanpe is a n~ssinp: of quantity into quality, as a 
result of quantitative change of sorr:e form of moverrent either in:herent 
in a body or imparted to it. For example, the temperature of ~:vater has 
at first no effect on its liquid state; but as the temperature of liquid 
viater rises or falls, a morrent arrives lll]hen this state of cohesion 
chanp:es and the r,Jater is converted in one ·case into steam and in t~e 
other into ice •••• A definite .. minimum current is required to make a plat~ 
inum wire p:lcw; every metal has its rrel ting temperature; every liquid 
has a definite freezinp point and boilinp point at a viven pressure , 
as far as hTe are able vJith the rreans e,t our disposal to attain the 
required temperat'c1res ; finally, every gas has its critical point at 
Hhich, by proper pressure and ccolinp·, it can be converted ir1to a liqd .. d 
·sta-te.~ •• Hhat a.re knot<,m as the constants of physics (the pojJlt at \vhich 
one state passes L'1to another) a1-e in rr.ost cases nothinv but desipnations 
for the nodal points at ~Jhich a quantitative (chanpe) increase or decrease 
of moverrent causes a qualitative chanr:e in the state of the P,ven body , 
and at Hhich , consequently , quantity lS transforTf'Bd into qualit·y . n 
(Dialectics of Nature ) 

Passinp to cherristry, En51els continues: 
"Cnerristry may be called the science of the qualitative chanves \vhich 
take place in bodies as the effect of chanpes of quc<ntitati ve compos 
ition. Th.is rtJas already J::nc\vn to Hepel. .,. Tak:e. oxyr:en : if the mol e cule 
contains three atoms instead of the customary t No , v-.Je pet ozone , a body 

· definitely distinct in odour and reaction from ordinary oxygen . P.nd 
what shall He say of the different propor-tions in vJhic..h oxypsn corrbin::;s 
vJith nitrogen or sulphur, 2nd each of Hhic..~ produces a body qualitativsly 

. different from all other bodies ! n 

Finally, cri ticizinf! :CU.':lrinv., Hho scolded Hej!el for all he I,Jas worth) 
but surreptiti ously borroHed from hirr the well-known thesis that the transi
tion from the insentient world to the sentient vJorld, from the kingdom of 
inorga..'1ic matter to the ki.iJ.gdom of organic life, is a leap to a new state , 
Engels says : 

"This is precisel y t he Hep:elian nodal · line of rreasure relations, in Hhich 
at certain definite nodal points~ the purely quan.titative increase or 
decrease p:i ves rise to a qualitative leap; for example , in the case of 
v-.Jater Hhic.l! is heated or cooled, Hhere boilinp::-point and freezinq:-point 
are the nodes at uhich--under normal pressure--the leap to a new 
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a quite under sta ndable a nd na tural phertonenon, since it r ep
resents aD advance on the primitive communa l sys-tc~rno 

The ~emand fo r a bourgeoi s-democratic republic when 
tsardom and bourgeois s ociety existed , as let u s s ay, in 
? uss i a i n 6 19"5, vas a quite understandable, pro? er and 
revo lutio~1ary r:i_mand 9 bu.-t- ··t·.-, · do~' t.:t;.1d ::~ ,.; ,,J . bou r geoi s -democrat:ic 
re~ ublic would be a me an i ngless and counter- r evolu t i onary 
d emand , fo r a bourgeoi s repub lic would be a retro grarl e s top 
co:-· .. pared ',vi th t he Soviet repu~ lie 0 

Everyt~ing depends on t he c onditions, time a nd p lace o 

It i s clear t:1at \vi"U10ut such a h i stGJ!Dical approac~1 ·to 
social p he:lor".e ha, t~1e existence ar!;::l d .;Velo _r..ent o .: t !1c s cienc e 
of his ·t ory i s ir:tpos s i~)le 9 f or only such an approach saves t l c 
s cience of h i s tory f ran becomi~g a j umble of accidents and a n 
a gglomeration o f ~ost absur d mistakes. 

Pur the r v if t he world is in a s t ate of c ons tan·t move-· 
TJ.ent a ·J. de:v -e l opFte nt:, . if t he dvin q a'dFlV of Jc1:1e old and -t he 
upgrowth o :E ··the- ne ·,_r i s .a la.w of develoix~en.t v t hen it is c lear 
that t h e r e c an b=- no " i r;mmtab l e '; social sys t ems, l10 "e t cc::rna l 
i deas " of t he subj u gation of t h e p8asant to t he l and l o r d, of 
t he work~r t o t he cap ita listo 

!~ence the-:; cap i ta .lis ·t -sys ten c a !'. :'Je n;p l a c t.. d _1')y t:12 .so
cial i s t systen 1 j us t as at. · orw t i me t h e f eudal syst<::;rn 'tiEL, n~~· 
p laced by t h e capitalist systemo 

~e~ce we n ust not base o ur orienta tion on. t~e s trata O I 
soc iety y,.rh.i.ch a r e no longer deve lop i ::.1.r; v e v en thouc;h t hey at 
present ..... ons t.i ':ut e the· pn=:do~inant f o :r-cG , l:Jut on those strata 
'>Thich arf~ d.c~ve lop ing an~t h ave a f u ture !Je £ore:~ t.1en, e v e n 
t~ouqh t he y a~ present do no t c onsti t u t e t he predooinant 
f orc e:; o 

In the e i ght i e s o f the past century, i n th~ reriod of 
·the st.ruggl "~ he 'c.J (~en the~ Y··!arxists and the 1·1a.rodnilp3 7 ·>: t he pro c, 
letaria t in qussia constituted an i nsign i f icant rni no ritt of 
the popula tion r wher 8as the i ndividual peas ants c ons tituted 
the va st ~aioritv o f t~c n o o ulat .ion o Rut the Dr o l e tariat was 

. ,. .... • J- - J~ 

develop ing a s a c l assj wha r e as t he peas a ntry As a class was 
d isintegrat ing o And jus t bec a use the ?ro let~ri~t wa s devel 
op i ng oa s a c lass, whereas the p~asantry a~ a ~l~ss was d isin
t egrating . An~ jus ~ because t he prole taria t was d8ve lop i ng as 
a c l ass t he Marxi s t s b~sed the i r o rie n tation on t~e p roletar i a t . 

1'For a deta iled discussio;1 of iJ;"l roi nil'~s (Populi stis) , r ead ···_'ht-; 
Eis ·tory of t: l.1 c~ Cor~'IlUn i s·t Pa r ·ty 0f the Sovie·t Un i on, Inte r -· 
n. tltion.a l ~:?• l ~)l .i~ l1 () r Sv l 939 r t=>Y) o g .... ~2 o 



~nd th~y wer 0 not ro i s tak~n, for ~ as we know, t he prole taria t 
s ubsequently grGw from an i ns i gnificant forc e i n to a f i rst
r a t e h i s torica l arid politica l forse . 

Henc0, i n ord~r nof t o cir i n policy , on~ must look for
w·Cl. r cl. , not b u.ck~:Jard 0 

Further, i f the pas s i ng of slow quantita tive change s i n
to r i':'.pi d ::1n d abrupt qua lit:a tiVe c ha nge s is a l m•T Of deve lop
ment ; t he n it i s c!~ar t ha t r evolutions made by oppr e ssed 
cl~sse s a r e a quit~ natura l and i nevitab l e phenornenon o 

3ence the transition from ca~italisn to socia lism and 
the libe r a tion of t he wor k i ng clas~ from t he yoke of capita l 
i s m dannbt be ~ ffe9te~ by slow change s, by r e forms, .but on l y 
by · ·,J. qua li tati vc c!l.-3.ngcJ of d1e en -, i ·ta list sys·ten , by r evolu-
tion : · · 

· ~enbe , i ri order not to e rr i n policy, on8 must oa a 
r evolutionar y , not a r e formi st . 

Furthe r, if deve lopment proceed s b y way of the d i sclo
·stire of i n t c r ria l coni r aai ctions , by way Qf collis ions between 
oppos ite forc0s on t he basis of the s e contradict ions an~ s o a s 
to ove: rcorn.c~ t h<:: S<?. contradictions , them it is cle a r th.J. t the 
c l ass strugql2 of t he prolc.t a ria >c is a qui·te natur a l cmcl. i nev-· 
i t 3.b l ·2 phenonenon . 

liene e we nmst not covs r up t he contradictions of t he 
C::t)=> i t '='- list sys t em, but disclos 2 and unrave l t.;!eE-~ 1 •de must net. 
t ry to chec k the cla ss struggl e but carry it to its conc lus ion. 

Bence v i n order not to e rr i n policy , one must pursue an 
uncompromising prole t a rian clas s policy, . not a r c:for:roist po l i = 
cy o f har rrtony of t he i nte r e sts of t he prol2taria t a nd "c>.e 
bourqeoisie, no ·t a co~promi ser s v policy of t he "' groHing of 
cap italism i _to socia li sm . ~ 

· S11c:1 i s th.e ?1.arxist d i a l e c >cic .ct l met hod 'lvhen applied to 
socia l l i fe , to t he h istory o f socie ty. 

1-\.s ·to .lla rxi s t philosophica l materialism, iJc is fundanen
tally t he dire ct opposite of philos ophical i~eali sm . 

2 . TH:r.:: P ~U!JCIPJ\I.. :t:I~}':{.._,U:?U:<; S OF I 2'J-~XIST PHIIDSOPT-aCAL Ill\TI:G -
I A . .ui Gr·I I'.. 'J,:S AS FOLLOV,TS: 

o.. Contrt'.ry to i c .. :.;ulisr· , v-Jh ich r e gar ds t he t-mrld as ·the erabod
i rftGi.Yt of an "absolute id~~a , ,; r:1 "unive rsa l s pirit, " "conscious--

'· ~() _ 
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ness v ~· I-larx 1 s philosophica l r<:ta·i:.eri a lisn hold s t lv -1 t t h e \•70rld 
-is by i ·:~s .ve ry n a t,,re "' ::t·te <"i ;J} -~- ha-t t·:l.e .,., ...,.." ; -r- r~l (;l p ·:;enorc.ena 
- ~ ··: - · • - · . ._ , --:- -- ··.- . - ·~ .- s

1 
_ .. ... _· --....-=..:~.:;.. _: ..... : :1 _'-- -· • . ~ ._:: ..__,. _J. _ •- _, -- '" . • .- - - .- ... I - . • 

o:-: -che ·•Norlj_ cons-tl t:l.l'C8 d l f:L:e.run t forr~.a o :t . matte r l n no·c1on , 
tha~ inte rconnectiori and i nt2r 1epe ndGnce . of phenooena , as e s ~ 
i:ab lishe ~ - ~'Jy t.h <~ dial <~ctical n1e -tllO (~~ ,. a r e a lalv of t h e dev e lop
ment of F'OVL19 ·l"i"!ci·<:: 'ce r , and t ha t t J.1. e •;vorld .d e v e lop s in ·a.ccorc1-
a,·1c e "·vith ·t he latq.g of r,OV2Dcm'c of l ':a~cter and s ·tands in l10 
ne·e(l of __ a ·- ~~ u::1 ive .. r s 2.l s p iri·tQ L: 

,;,,,h , n a·L·- e~ri ""1 i .., . ._ t,,7,--;rl A1 outl oo J·- :: "' "' Yc r,'il.Cf c• l"" !u l· .... ,~ c::. 1' nT_,_~_.., l'Y ... .. _ .... ,.. .... . (. - --- -- -..Jt- " ._, ..... 1 - \.g ~::;)~ sO:) • ..'.-1._ :1 -..:;; i:;) . l .,I ~ ~ 

·the con c e·ption of :r1ature as it i s 1 •-!itJ.! ou-t: a ny r escrva--
JciOl so ~o -(PS of Lud';ll <;i ?(m e r b a c;:l" ) 

S2ea k ing of t he mate r .ialisc vie •1•1S of Jc h e a::1.cient J.:- hilo ~, 
sop lle r {1erc;,cli-1:usv 1,11ho !el d ·thc:d: ·~ t.iw u orldv ·t:l l e all i n oneu 
~P7as ::.1.ot. ere a t ed. by a ny g-od or any rc:.c.n u but -vras, is a nct e v e r 
Nill he a livi'lCJ flaHe~ sys ·t ,~m.atic .:::tlly f :!..aring u p and sysbsn~· 
a -t:ica lly dying d.mJn v >v Le 11in coun\~!:t·1ts ~ "A very g oo-=. e x posi t ion 

· o f t he ru:1irn.~ · 1 ts of d ialectic al mate rialism .. ~o ( Philoso~)ilical 
:!:Jote!_)ooks. ) 

b. Cont r c-n :·y to Llealism Tr-Ih i ch ass •?rts ·th<='~·l::: only our mi:nd rea lly 
l~X i j ~~.! ; ···----~- · t.:1 ~: . ·t ·:.: :b.-...: ·~:;"~~-·t_ ,._.::z: : .. _:=::~.J--· _-,;. y . ~Cl l} ; b <~- ~- ':~· .~ :~:. :-~·tur . .:;; ~; :; :~ i :·: -::. C:..~ 

· ~ lz i n u r Dind; ~n .1r s~nsa~1ons, ide as and p erdep-
t.ions, the .c:andst :-~ta ·tc~ ri 2.lis t philoso~>hy hoL1s tha t r.::.21t i: t.:; r ~ 
na tur -_, be i n n v i s 2.:n o :::;j e c ·t i v e r ,::;a_li ty . exi s ting ou·ts i cl c; anJ. 
hl:J.e::JC!.Kien t o f o u r nin:1~ J~~E'-t :c,;a ttc r i s :?rir..ary , sin c e it. i s 
·t l1e s ource o £ se :ns~3. -tions , ide~ s , ~ti !1L~ 7 CJ1d. ·tl1ta·t r.1i ~.1J i G sec.., .. 
o n1R ry , Jerivative , s i nce i t ~ s n r e Ela ction o £ nattcr~ a r e
f l z=> c t i 0.n r, ·l= >c ~ n "· ~ ··t '1:=J •:• -~-- ·;, ,~ ,·\r , :· ,{- -j"' ;:, r ·r o -"·, "c ·c'· o f !'·l "lt'- e r ':·7ll ich - _. U .. - ~ . ··- ~J .J.. -··': • ~ ..... ...... ~ '- . '-w~-.J l.. ':._1- '"' .._ - J C~ ': :" tt.A. .. _- - -

i n its .levc lCl)Y~:e~l i: has r e:ld !:l c:L: a I'l i <;~ll. ueqr 2e. o .f ,_x~r fcc i.:iorl, 
nar:~e ly ~ of -t:L b;: a. i nu anG. Jc:·1e )"J r c" i n i s t ~1e or <:..~ i:ln o£ i: ''.J.ou~:?J-L t: 
Ul1l} t.t~ :::lt: i:~.1 C~ J::- efore 0Yl2 Cfi.l1110t Sef)C_rv:t:e thC•t10~:1.t . fro~~~ :-.>·?..1::Jce r 
'.:d t h o u l: co:1P i 1;i:in <) a <:;r a ve err o r. -i\ns:e l s s.::1ys ~ 

~ ~~~ 0uest i o n o f t~e rel~tion o f 
r elati on o f s~i~it ~o natur e io 

t:~l ir:}~ i ~1/J t :l?·_: ~-)~ .l. r_~ o ·tl12 
c~10~ ~>.::trarr..o.Ur1t: ~i ·c1 3 s·t ion 

Of .- 1: :.1e ~-Tl1o 1e c,·f ·? :::1iioSor_Jl1:\!., Q o ~ -r;~~-1 ·::: Ctns~ .. _rers \~£Lic ·~1 ·t :n.l:; t::~ 1 i. ..... 
loso~! 11s rs ~1C. ~lc t:·o t~·~. i s · Qtiesrt 5_ r)~n. s·:.; li t ·t! ! ,?~·t · i :~ .. ~·to ·t~~Jo 

- '1 .• • • .,· ·. , · .• .r.;:: • t I 

~rre r-:J. t. c ~:t~ Ji~a .., '.:..!:1os8 : ~t~:Lo asGGr ·t e(.~ ·c _;:-1e LJ :rl.~_;:t c.1.c~( ( )£ s;;-- ~r1 ·c 

bo ~a~ure •.. ca~Drise2 t~c c~~ of i deal i sr . ~~8 o~1ers, 
\.J"Vlo .... . ,, ... _., ,.. ,.,, ."' ·',' 1'';, ··-,,·~ e, ~ "'' , .... r,· -.. ,.,._ r •v· ·. :->·'' l o·q cr - ~-(-, +-·i " V"~ , ... ; '~U"' . •- • - :-l'""-~ ... ·. _. _ -~ .. .l..v . .l.. CL:) . : - .. . <-- - ... Q '·" -----:; '- - <- - - .·. C. __ _._,_ .. ~ 

SCil0()l ~3 o f l :-~c~. ·t ~2! ri a l i ;3~-:~o ~ J ( L-Lh .. fL•·i ~) i~G Ut.:! r~JftC ~l ) 

''':'!"'."': 1''\a -i:eria l , sensuously ·,x ,r c-:-o:nt i i) l e , .. ro :clJ t.o u.:lic !.\ 'lev'-.': 
Ot1r ~:; e l \t~ ~3 J:le lor1~f is ·t :J.2 () :;. .!. l ~l r (:~ e.. lity o u I) .:» Ou_:L c orlr.Jc i ctts= 
n e sG cLH.! t i·linking·, i10\J2 V t"} r supr.3.~ssn.3uous ·t~1sy nay 
S Ct_~r: ~ ~"=2 r •2 t l1·3 r·•r {) J.llC "C. of_ El ~~~_i_a·te~i ct l u ~Oo-:til~\~ or ~~i-a11 v ... c.~: l t..=:: 
b r a i {l o .• .-:Ln ·;,: t .. 3 r is ~1o · c. c. :.? r r-;dt1ct o:C E~i~1(.:t, btl-t ~.J.i -:1 ~~ ~ i ~: --~ 

sel :L i s ~"J9r·~ ly b ::. c:; s1ic(: _.::~Jt l:; :r-o.Ju c t o f F<ai:b:~ r . " { Ib L i o ) 



Concerning the question of matter and thought, Engels 
syas ~ 

nit is impossible to s eparate thought ~rom matter that 
thinks . ; Matter js the-subject of all ch~nges. ~ 
(Socialisnlr Utopian and Scientific) 

Describing the f·iarxist philosophy of rnaterialismr Lenin 
says ~ 

~Materialism in general recognize~ objectively real being 
(matter) as independent of consciousness , · s2ns~tion , exper
i ence •••. Consciousness is only the refle ction of being, 
at best, an approximately true _(adequat e , ideally exa ct) 
refleetion of it.'' (Mat erialism and Empiric-Criticism) 

Z\.nd further~ 

n~atter is that which, a cting upon our sense~organs, 
produces s~nsation~ matter is the objective reality, given 

to us in SeLsa tion ..• o Hatter , nature , being ,, Jche phys'""' 
ical :...._ is primary, and spirit, c onsciousness r sensaJcion , 
~he psychical -- is s e condary. " {Ibid.) . 

. . 

· "The . ~,mr ld picture is a pictm:;-e o~f h ovJ raa tte r moves and 
of hovJ u rna !:ter thinks c • uo (Ibid.) 

- ~ The - bra~n i s the o rgan of thought. n {Ibi~.) 

c. · ConJcrary ,·t o idealism ~ _"lr!hich d enies ·the possibility :of knov?c~ 
ing ·the v-J'orld and iJcs law$, ~1hich does not be lieve in the au= 
thenticity of our knowl edgeu does not recognize objective 
truth , and ho l ds that the world is full of ~ things-in-th~m
selvesa t ha t can neve r be known to science, Ma rxist philosoph
ical materialism holds tha·t the. world . and . its lmvs are fully 
knowable, that o ur knowledge of the l aws 6f nature, tested b y 
expE:!riment a nd. practice v is au-t:heiltic kno~"?ledge having t he 
validity of objective truth , and that t here are no things in 
th~~ · ,,mrld which are nnknowab l e, but only t hing.s _ 1ihich are still 
not knc:Mn, bu·t \Thich ~,~Jill b e disclosed an d made krioNn by ·the 
efforts of - science and practice. 

Criticizing the thesis of Kant and . o ther idealists t hat 
the world is unknowab l e and that there are athings- in-them
~elves" whic h are unknowable, and defending the well-known 
materialist thesis that o ur knowledge is authentic knowledge, 
Engels i.·rri•ces :!' -' 

~The most telling refutation of this as of all other 
philosophical fancies is practice, vtz. , experimerit .and 
industry. If we a r e able to p r ove the correctness of o ur 
c onception of a natural process b~ making it ourselves, 
bringing it into being out o f its c onditions and using it 
for our ovm purposes i n to Jcb.e bar3ain, then ·there is an 

. ~8 ··· 
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en..:"1 of t h•3 )(a.nt::.:i_an °-l: ;.1 ing ·~· L1 · · i ~:se l f. c 'rhe c her·. icJ. l sub~ 
St2!1CeS I)ro ~·It..l.CC <]. in th8 1:-Jo .J i ::=s O f p lcmi:S ·3.n.:"!, ?l ~~ ima.ls r e·
~ itairlr3 c1 sucl-J. 0 ~c tli llg s~ i .:! ..,_., ·t J.le:i· 1 sel·~les ij U!l:til org a.:.1 i c c l1•3Inis t ry 
1')ec;at1. to I' roduce ~che~:~ o ne a f:'ccr c>.not h.E~ r v H:H.=:re u ): 0!1 t~~1e 

0 t :1i)1q .,._..i l1 <A<O i ·t:sel £ 0 ;:,e c ;:t!·1.E: . i~. t .:1i 1.g. for t .1 S v as for i Y'!S·t a.ncG u 

al i zarinv t h e colourL19 r:::atb:;r of -t: :1c;; n adder f wi.1ich \Jc::. 
·-~o lo~!srer ·tJ:-Otl~~ l£~ ~to c:, ~c~Y:'l i :;_1 t:l12 :c:a . :t (~te r roots i r1 -tl1·2 
fi e l J., ~Jut-. nroduce nuc h qore chea~·~ l:v 0.nd sir:-,p l y fron coal 
·car o For Lu:ee .!Ttli1c~re·· y0~a.r s Lie ic~Oj_~e rnican s olar ·sy·3ter:t 
\J -~ ...... - -~ 1···r,7·n,-.. -:-1·1 ac.! ; C! -~· ri ·' r.1 ~ "1, "' , .,. -l re ··l ":""' ~:- 1 0 -,.,c ..... - ~ 1 0 ·,... -'- e•·1 · c".-~ <.:< ·• __ , ·,_. ,, •~ -l ·- ;:;:> - . ' v ,~ -- c, _ ·~- dw.h-• :_._ v o. ~.::1 ·-<..,:>C.:<-1-- L L _. , 

thousand c h cL.c e s to o ne i .1 i ·!: s favour, bu·t still ahm.ys a 
l lyj_.:Jot:~tss i s. ~:Jut \Jhe:.•. ::.,e v .s rrie:c, by T:tecE1S o £ th::=: ..::ta·t a 
pr0vicl.ec1 }Jy ·tJ1.is sys-t.er: 7 tlot: OI!ly C~cClt1CC t_~i t l·1e 11ec ~=-: 3::; i ·t~t o ~C 
the ex i stei1C(? o f a::1 unknmm :c)la;1c:t 7 h ut ,3-Iso calculc.te cl 
;:i:le ··:)csi ·t i on in b1c !le a vens 1i i.dch t .:-.1is i_) l a nci: 1aus t nece ;::; -~· 
;: c~ri l v xc··c•nJ:JU "" '' ·J' ~ ,T11· .·,n r::,l l, y- c. ::::,llv Fou ·n,··· ~- -~ l.·c:· ·,-· l~ r-• .->t ·-''-'~- --- -~ \ J · -....... . .z fl o..- - -~ ,. J •• ~-· - - .. n ...... _ .. _ L;! ·- .._..c~ - ~ _ . .. v~ ~-.. .. '.:!. _:-. ::J j _..J u __ ..._. - q. 

·t ~ le Co~::;en1ican systeP:. \13.5 _:; r oveJ 0 '' ( Lud''Ji~J ~~cuer!:J ac:.1 o ) 

0.c cur:::inq 'jogC:.anov v v; 'lzarov v Ye.3hke vic.':. a rK. JC 1.1.8 o ·t ~ H:;r 
:follm.rers o f ; ·•a c h of f i C:k~ is:r~1,, .::·m ·.-1 Se:f:end i ng '.: ~12 ~Je1l=knm·m. 

t tc1.terial i st. t.ilesis ·Lw.t. our ~>cient:LEic k !1or.Jle <i:;:;e of t he li.'l'vs 
of :1ntt!r~1 .i s aut.:-lent iC' ].~r.lot,Y let)<J z~ u a_~_1.:J ·t:.1<'3.t ·tl·le l.:1r JS of sc 'l t~ ·.:.iC e 
ra~raacnt ·.~h ~I~C~l.· Ve ~ ~11~ ~'1 TQ~ l· n ~ay,q ~ \...... .i. - ..._ ,..,., ,... .. .. - . ... J"....; ....... _., '- LJ.- '- . II . ..!...J,__ _ -- _. ...!- _.. ~ 

"Cmri: 2rh[lorary fic.i.c.e i srci cl.oes l!.ot at all r(:~ject. s c i e n ce 'i all: 
it r e j e cts is the Hexa0ger ated c l a irns 1 o f science, to \Jit , i ts 
cle.in to ob:jecd_v::~ ~crutjl o I £ o 'h j ectiv e t:ruth. exis ';..s ( a.s 
~c :.1 c~ r:·{at. ,_ ria l ist.S ·t ~l.i l1~{ ) :' if rli~_ -tura.l s c i e l1CC v re~~lecti ::1s:· ·t~1'2: ... _: 

OL1-'cer 'Jo il ".~- .i :-1 '';_..1L1r11.an u .. :: .. ~5{:c~~.;: :ti ·21~C (~v Q .i s alor1e ca~·;a~J l G of' g i,,"" ii-l <J 
US objec ·i: ive t r utJ:l , · t h .c: ;l 3.11 fi (~le i sn: .lS ethsolu~c e ly refu'cec :;~ o ,._ 
( ~·: ·J.te ri A.lisn and :EmpiriO""c:ri·t i c i sn" ) 

E;; uch v i n b rief, c.n~ t:h e c h a r ctcteri ;.; ··- i c fecd :ures of t >or" 
·1arx i st p~ilosophical F'iai.:er i a li :Jr'::. 

I 1': is ea.sy to u n(;_e rstand hmv ir:rril.ense l :y i wportant i.3 t h2 
ext ens ion of th~ j_::.'rinci l_·) les o:C pJ-liloso:_Jh ica l i. Jat. c~ ric,li srJ ·t:o ·th(-:; 
stud y of social life 9 o£ t ile h i s ·tor:y o f society 9 CJ. ~l J. ;,10' 7 .:i. !~.
rctense ly b1porta~Yt is 'd o ap~Jlicatio11 of 'chese p rincip l es to 
·i:he h. i s'cory of s o .:;: i ety .::n~d t o t ::1e p r actica l ac·ti vi ·tics of tiK~ 
party o £ the ;)ro l..:~t.ar iat. 

If t l1e con:;.1ection ::Jc tuecn t.he p henorrtena o £ natur e Gl. :(J.d 
t he i r i nt:e r d e 9e,1dence a r e l o:;;Jr> o£ t::ile developz".~3n~c of nzl-tu. r e, · 
it. fo l lm,!Sy ·toov t hat t he conne ction and in~cerdepen.· e::1ce o:E the 
t_Jl1 2x1orx~ •1 o. o f social li.fe a n=:: 1?.\:J S of t l1.e dev·<:~ lopme'"" t of 
soc i et.yq and not so~2thing acc i dental. 

:,-x(~nce soc i a l li f e v . t ;l..c l .istory 
a n ,~:1.~1·~-J lC>! :.t_~J:n.·tj n~1. of t i Clc r~_.t. ~ · ~ Cll -t!'i u ·~ R "( 't .:i 

c .:;c:ses :t(J 1..)-e 
~ .is·to r y o£ 
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the deve lop~ent of socie ty accor~ing to r egula r l aws, and the 
study of the history of society bccones a science " 

He nce the p r a c t ica l activity of the party of t he prole
t a riat mus ·t not be based on the good u ishes of ~~ outstanding 
i ndividua ls, " but on the la\.;s of deve lopment of socie ty and 
on the s ·tudy o f these law·s. 

·• Furthe r, i f ·the trlorld is knovmble a nd our knm:Tl edge of 
the l m,rs ·of deve lopT'lenJc of na ture is authentic knowledge , 
having t he .va lid ity of obj~ctive truth, it follows t hat socia l 
life , the deve lopment of socie ty , is alsci -knowab l e , and t hat 
the da t a o f scie nce r egarding t he l alvS of de ve lopmee1t of 
society a r e ~uthentic dat a having t he va lidity of oh j ~ctive 
·truths. 

Henc e t he scienc e of th~ h i s tori of socie ty , de s pite a l l 
t h e cornp l e x i ty o f the '0henomena of socia l life u c a11 be cone as 

··p r e cise a scienc e as, i e t us s ay, . b iology, a:ad c apab l e of 
r~aking use of the . l a-t•Js of di?.Ve lopmenf of society for pr c.c ·tica1 

·-t:iurpose s" . 

Ilenc 8 the pa rty of t he prole tari a t shoul d not guide it
st?l·f i n it.s p r a c t ica l a.c ·ti vity by casua l motive s ·, · but by t he 

·· · l a.~,\Ts of c'.eve lop:rnent of socic ·ty 1 and 0y p r actica l deductions 
from t he s e l a.~·r s ~ 

i.Ienc e socia lism is conve rted from a d r eaD of a bG·tte r 
· ~uture ·::"o r hurn.ani ty i nto a sc is•'lC(~ . 

l-Ienee th;~ bond betwe e n s cie nc e an d practica l activity v 

bet ween t he ory and pr actice , the ir unity, shou l d b e t he 
guid ing s tar of the pc... rt.y o f t he pr ole t a riat. 

, Fu r .the r , if natur :~ , ":::: i ng t'1e mat e ria l m rld , is pri -
. mar y, and min~ ~ t hought , i s s e condary , de rivative; i f t he 
nateri~ l worl3 repr~ sents ob j ective r eality exist~ng i ndepen
dently .of t he mi nd of me n , while the mi nd i s a r e fl e c tion of 
t h i s ob j e ctive reality~ it foll6ws t hat tha mate ria l li f e of 
s ocie ty , its be i ng , is a lso primar y 1 and it s s p i ritua l lif,:; 
s e conda rv, de riva tive , a nd t hc t t he mat e ria l li f e of socie ty 
is a n ob"j e cti ve r 0al i ty s xisti ng i ndepende n·tly of the \vill of 
me::1, while the s piritu2. l life of socie ty is a r e fl ection of t his 
obj e ctive r e a lity, a r e fl e ction o f b 2 ing . 

Benc e t he s ourc e o f f orma tion of t he s p iritua l life of 
socie ty , t he orig i n of socia l i deas , s ocia l t hs ori0s, poli
tica l views and po l itica l institutions ~ should not be sought 
for in ~he i~ eas, . theorie s , views and political institution s 
th2rns e lve s, but i n tho conditions of t he mat e ria l li f e of 
socie ty, i n socia l be ing, of which the so i de a s, t hoori2s, 
vim .. ls, ';b'tc . , ,qr c t:h0 r n fl r:;ct ion o 
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He nce , if in d iffe r e nt p e riods of the history of socie ty 
d iffe r ent social i deas, the orie s, · vie',<JS and · political . insti t:u~ 
tions are to be obse rved; · if unde r t he slave -syste m we encoun
t e r c ertain socia L id~as, the orie $, views a nd ~olitical insti
tutions, unde r f e u d alism others, and unde r capitalism othe rs 
still, this is ·not to b e explained by . t he t~ nature , '~ the r'prop -· 
e rtie s " of the ideas, t h -2orie s; vie \Ars and politica l insti t. ;.;. ~· 
tions t h emse lve s but by the d iffere nt conditions of the ma
t e rial life of socie ty a t diffe r e nt p e riod s of social deve lop 
ment. 

~lhatever is the be ing of a soci a ty 1 ~.vhatever are the 
cond itions of ~aterial life of a socie ty, such are the ide ns, 
theorie s, ~oliticnl vie ws and political institutions of that 
socie ty. · 

In this conne cocion; r1a rx s ays: 

" It is ·not t h e consciousn e ss of me n t hat de t e r mi n8 s 
th,~ ir being, but; o n -t h e contra ry, the ir social b e i ng . 
t ha t d e t e r mine s the ir con sciousne ss. " (A Contribution 
to the Critique of Politica l Economy.) 

Henc e , in order not to err in policy, in order not to 
find itse lf in the position of i d l e d r eamers, the party of the 
prole t a ria t must not base its activitie s on a bstract 11 Princi·-· 
p l eS Of human r eaSOn,H but On th8 COrlCr ,;_ -(:: , ~ ' cor:ditiOll5 Of the ._ 
m~terial life of socie ty, a s t h e de t e r mi n i ng force o f socia l 
d~.-::velopment ? no'c on the - good "'"ishes of "gre a-t men , '1 but on ·t he 
real needs of d e v e lopme nt of the ma·te ria l life o .f soci·2ty . 

The f a ll of the utop i ans, including the Narodnik~, Anar
c h ists and Social ist-Re volutiona rie s, -vla s d ue, among otll_e r t .h 
things, to the f a ct tha t the y did not r e cogni ze t h e primary 
role which the cond itions of the mate rial life of ~ociety 
p lay in the dcvelopmen~ of socie ty, and f sinking to i deali sm , 
did not base the ir practical activitie s o n t he needs o f th2 
dev e lopment of the ·materia l life of society, but 1 independE::nt~::. y 
of and in s p ite of t he s ::; nee ds, on :; ideal p l a ns a a n d 
" all~Gmbracing proj e cts ,. d ivorced from the r ea l life of socie {:_{ o 

The stre ngth and vita lity of Ma r xism-Leninism lie in the 
f a ct th~t it doe s base its p r a ctica l a ctivity on the n eeds o f 
·the d e v e lopment of the ma t e ria l life of socie ty and n eve r 
d ivorces itself fron the real life of socie ty. 

'r.dE S IGNI F ICP..NCE OF SOCI1\L THEORI ES 

It do 2 s no·t follovJ from I'-'Ia rx' s ~.vords, hqweve r , tha t 
socia l i dens, t h e orie s, political views and politica l i nstit
utio~s a r e of no ' significa nce in .the life of ~ociety, th~t 
t hey do no t r e ciprocally a ff e ct social · be ing r the deve lo~ ent 
of the na t e ri a l condi-tions of the life of socie ty. He have: 
b een spe aki ng so f ar of t h e orig in of socia l i deas, the orie s, 



vie~f'ls and poli 'cic.al i ns·t i·tut.ions; o f th6 vJay thc~y a rise r 

of t h e fact tha t the spiritual lif3 of socie tv iri a r efl e ction 
of the conditions of iis Datetia l life. As r~gards the 
siqnifi6ance o f social i d eas, t heories, vie ws a nd political 
institutions , as r egar d s the ir role in h istory , hi s.:i:orica.l 
ma t e rialism , far f rom. denying t hei.it, s·tre sse s t he role and 
a~a importanc e o f these· factors i n t he life of society , i n 

. its h i story. 

There a r e d if ferent k i nds of social i deas and the orie s. 
The re a r e old i deas and theories which h a v e outlived the ir day 
a n d \lllhich: s e rve t.he i nte r e sts of the mor i btmd forces of society 0 

Their sigi1i fi cance lie s in the fact tha ·t they hamper t he ~evel
opment, the pro gress of society. Then thi~re a r e nm'! ano. 
advanc~d i deas a nd t heorie s wh ich s e rve the inte r ests of t he 
advanc ed forc es of soc i e ty. The ir significance lies in the 
fact t hat the y f a cilitate the dev e lopmen t o the progr ess of 
soch.:ty ;; c.nd their significance i s t h e great e r t he rilore accu:t:= 
atslv t~ev r e fl e ct the needs of dev e lopment o f t he mat e r i a l 
-l_i_f e~- o~ c .o.c' c ty -

- -· - "" '·' ]. ~ ... 
~ Jew socia l i deas and theor i e s arise only af t er the d e vel

o pment of the ma t e rLl.l life of s o c i e ·ty h a s set ne~q ·tasks befor-2 
socie ty. 9 ut onc e t h e y ~ave a ri sen t hey b e coMe a mo s t pot ent 
force wh ich facilita t e s t he carrying out of t he new tasks set 
by the dev e lopment of the mab~rial life of socie·ty ~ a force 
wh ich facilitates t he prog r es s o f socie t y. I t is precise ly 
h e r e t hat the tremendous organizing 9 mobilizin::;- and t r ansforr..1:?.ng 
v a lue of new ideas~ n e w t heorie s, new political views and new 
political i ns titutions mani fests itse l f. New socia l i deas ~nd 
theor i es arise p r ec i s e ly b e c a use they are necess~ry t o soc i ety, 
b ~~cause it is i mpossible ·to carry out t he u r gen-t Jca;-ks of dev~ 
e l opment o f the ma t e ria l life of. society \vi thou·t t heir organ~ 
• ' • • • • =1 r- • ... • • • • .("' "l lZJ.ng 0 mo b J.lJ. z J.ng a nfh transro r nung a c clon. Ar1s1ng ou-c o_,: L 1.e 

'new t a s ks set by t he d eve lopment of t he materia l life o f so~i2ty, 
the new s ocial id~as and theoriGs foice t he ir way through, 

. b e come th(3 pos ::3ession o f the masses ~ m.o b ilize and organiz8 t:tv~li.'l 
aaains t the :moribund forces o f society f and- t hus fac ili ta·te 
the ove :tthrov;r of t hes e forcE::s lAThich h~mper t he dev e lopmen·t o f 
t.he materia l life o f socie ·ty. 

··'- ' .. - • Q 

....... . .-.. ···· . 
. • ...__ . - ..... 1.. 

' ·- . ! 0 

Thus soc i a l ideas , the ories and political institutions~ 
havi ng a rise n o n the b nsis of t he urgent t a sks of t he devel
o pmeDt of the material life of societyp t h e dev e lopment of 
socia l b e ing , th.EJ.mselves _then r eac ·t upon s ocia l b e i ng, upon 
the mat e rial life of socie ty , creating the cond i t i ons nec essary 
for comple t e l y carrying out thE~ urgent t a sks o f Ute material 
li f e o f socieJcy 0 and for r e nde ring its fur Jche r C!ev 6. lop nen'c 
possible . 



: ., 

In this connect~ion; I•!J.arx says ~ 
"Theory b a comes a mate rial force as 
the Eli'lSSe s :o' " ·· -· · --

., . 
l ..... -:·.. ··., 1 .... :··~ _;_ . ...... 

soon ;::ts i ·t has 

Hc::nc e v i n order ·to ··be .-al.51re ·-to iriflue-nc c:; ' tl1e conditions of 
ma t e rial li f e of so~i ·c::fv and· to ac'cel(;r a :te ' ·their dove·lot>me nt 

. . - . . . . ~ ' ' - - . ··;_ .t: ·_. 

t:md the ir i mprovement v Jche p a rty of- .the "proH::biriat · mu st :re ly 
upo il such a socia l' t hbory;, such a social idea as correctly 
r e fl e cts the 11 \'~eds of aeveloprribn t of ' the:: mate rial life 'of 
society r and 1•7l'tich fs t herefore c'apable o f. se·t·ting i n t o mo·ticn 
broad masses of the: people aria of mobilizing · 'diem and organiz
i ng the m into a. c, r eat a ·r rny of th.:3 · proletari an ' pDr ty v :?rep5tr ed 
to s r:1a sh the rc~a::tionary f orces · and to clear · t he IHay fo r ·th~ 
advanc ed forces : of ~;ociety 0 

The f c1ll of tr.o '0 Ec,)nom.ists " and i:Jlensheviks ~~,ra s d ue 
among o-ther t h i ngs t:o Jthe fac·t that · they did not recogniz ~::o the 
l''lOb ilizing u Or ganiz:.ng anCl_ transforming. role Of adv anc ed theory i' 

o f advancec~ i dea s anc1 7 sjnking to vulga r materialism, r cclL1c'<?. d 
~the role of th(~ Se 'f ctc ·torf; a l mos t ·to nothing ~ thus conde raning 
-t:he Pa rty ·to oassivity ;::md inaniti.orlo 

'::L'h e stren g-th a.nd vita lity o f ~Iarxism~Leninism are derived 
fron the-; f a ct tha t it re l i e s u p on an advanced t heory which 
corre~tly reflects the r .eeds of deve lopment of the ma t e ria l 
life of society, ·tha t :'_ L e l e ·vates ~cheory to a p r o}')er l t:;vel v 

and that it deems it i·:s d uty to utilize e very ounce of the 
1 • l' . . . l ' ~ . .r.: '- • • 1 mo n l . 1z1ng u . organ1z1ng . ana ·cranm:orm1ng pmver O L ·ens -crve;ory o 

·:· , 'I'ha t is t.he ans~·,rec his·torical ma.teria lism gives t o t he 
· qu'es·cion 'of the rela-tio n b e t 'iive en soci~1 l bei ng and socia.l con~ 
sb'iousnc::~SS D b e hveen the condit.ions of dev e lopmenJc of material 
life and the ~:teve lo;omEn t of 'th'e spiri tua i life of. soc ~_e ty o 

. . . 

It now remains tc elucidate· the following question~ what, 
from the viewpo i nt of historical mat erialism, i s meant b y t h e 
"conditions o~ mat e ria l . life of socie ty " which in the fina l 
analys is de ·i:ermine the phys iognomy of socie ty v its ideas,, 
vie ws u political ins ti t utions, etco? 

What, after all, are these "cond itions of mate ria l life 
of socie ty, "1 v.rhat a re t heir · d istin<Juishing f e ature s? 

YJHNl' DE'I':r::~rUNES THE DEVELOPJ'ilE:tJ'I' OF SOCIET'Y? 

Th e re c~n b e no doubt that the concept " cond itions of 
rn.a t.e rial life of sociE tv " i nclud esv first of a ll , natunO? 
whic~ surrounds socie ty: geographical environment, which is 
one of the indis~ens~>le a nd constant conditions of ma t e rial 
life of society and ~~idhu o f c ourse 1 inf luences the develop
ment of socie ty" :.Jh?.. t rol 'e d o e s geographic c:ll environmen·t p l a.y 
in the deve lopment of . socie ty? Is · geo'graphical \i nvirom'1ent 
the chie f force~ dete r mining Jche p hysiognomy of socie t.y f the 
cl:wr<-'l. Cb3r of the soci a l s y st:io<m of :rn.en: ~ the transition fro:ut 
o ne systeo to a nother? 



Historical ma t e rialiHm answers this que stion in the 
negative . 

Geographica l e nvironment is unque stionably one of the 
consta nt a nd ind isps nsahle conditions of deve lopment of socie ty 
and , of coursev i nf lue n c e s the dev e lopment of socie ty v a cce l 
erat e s or r e t a r ds i ts d e v e lopment. But its influenc e is not 
the de t e rrrining influenc e, ina s much a s tha cha nge s and d e v e l 
opme n t of society proceed at a n i ncompar c.b l e f a ste r r a t e than 
th~~ cha nge s a nd d e velopme nt of g e ographica l """' n vironrnent. 
In the space of threee thousa nd y ears thre e differe n t socia l 
systems have b e e n succe ssively superse d ed i n Euro pe : the 
primitive communa l syste mF the sla v e syste m and the f e udal 
syste m. In the e a ste rn part o f Europ e , in t h e US SR , e v e n four 
socia l syste ms have b een supe rseded. Ye t during t h is pe riod 
g e ographical con 1itions in Europe h a v e e ithe r not changed at 
al l , or have changed so slightly tha t g e ogra phy takes no note 
of them. ~nd tha t is quite natura l. Chcng e s in g e ographica l 
e nvironQe nt of a ny i mporta nce r equire Billions of years; 
whe r e as ~ f e w hundred or a couple of thousa nd years a r e e noug h 
for e v e n v e r y i mporta nt c l.ange s i n t h e system of human socie ty. 

It follows from this tha t g e ographical environme nt c annot 
be the chie f c a use , the-:.: de t e r mining cause of soci<J. l d e v e loprnen L u 

for tha t which r emains a l most unchanged in the course of t a ns 
of thousa nds of years c annot b e t h e c hief c a use of developme n t 
of that vvhich unde rgoe s fundamenta l c h a nge s in the cours e'" o f 
a f e vl hund red y e ars . 

Furthe r, the r e c an b e no doubt tha t the conce p t 
" conditions of materi~l life of socie ty '' a lso i ncludes growth 
of popula tion , dens ity of population o f one d e gr ee or another , 
for peop l e a r e a n e sse nJcia l e l e me n t o f the conditions of mat
e ria l life of society , a n d v;ri·thout a defi n ite minimum numbe r 
of p e o p l e t h c r 2 c a n be no mat e r i a l life o f socie ty . Is not 
g ro-v1th of p o p ula tion 'ch c c h i e f forc e t h ,J. t d e t e r Mine s t h ·" 
c har a c t e r of the s oc i a l system of m~n? 

Hi storic a l ma terialism a n s 1ers t h is quest ion too i n the ..._. 
ncga~.-l.vc . 

Of course u g rmv-t h of p o pula t ion do c:= s i n fl u e n c e ·t he d e v-
e lopment of socie ty v d o e s f acilit0.te or r c t nr:l >che devc lopmcm~c 

of socie tyv but it c a n not b e the c h i e f forc e of d e v e lopment c£ 
socie-ty u a nd its i nf luenc e on the dev e lopme nt of socit:; Jcy 
cannot be the determining influe nce b e cause , by itse lf , growth 
of pop u l a tion doc s no t furnish the clue to the qu e stio n why a 
give n socia l s y stem is r e p l a c ed pre cise ly b y s u ch a nd s uch a 
nc;w s ys t em a nd no t by anothe r, \vhy the primitive commu na l 
system is succeeded p r ecise ly by t he sla v e syste m, the sla v e 
s ystem by the f e u da l s ys t em, a nd the f e uda l s yste m by the 
bourge ois system , a nd not by some othe r . 

If growth of popul a tion v-Ie re t h e de t e r ming fo :;:x~ -3 of 
social d e v e lopme nt v the n a higher d e nsity of p opula t::Lon would 
b0 bound to give rise to a corre s pond i ngly highe r type of 
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social system o But we do not find this to be t he case . 
The dens ity of population i n China is four time s a s great 
RS in the USA, yet the USA stands higher than China in the 
sca l e of social dev e lopme nt, for in China a s emi-fe udal 
system still pre v a ils, whe r eas the USA h a s long ago rea ched 
the highest sta ge of de v e lopme nt of c apita lism. The density 
of popula tion in Be lgium is nineteen times a s great as in the 
US1-l. , a nd Jcwenty-six time s a s . grea t as in t he USSH . Ye ·t the 
Upl\ stands hig[wr than Bel,<pium;. i!} .J:l;le: scale . of socia l dev c l
op~cmt, and a s '. for .the USSR, :.-Belg~um lags a 'tV'hole historica l 
epoch b e hind this country, for in Belgium the c apitalist systc m 
pre vails, ~1-.rhereas the USSR hc..s a lre a dy dom+ away-with cap i'ca l
ism and h a s ~et up a socia list syste m. 

I·t follmvs fro!Il this tha ·t grov·7th of population is notr 
ririd c arinot b~, the chie f fqrc~ of · development _of ~ society, t he 
force .whiqh d e t e rmiries , the cha r ac t e r of t;he socia l · system , 
the physio~norp.y of socie ty. · 

. ~7hat, the n; · ~s the chie f force in the comple x of 
dond iti6ns 'of' ma teiia1 life of socie t y vhich dcte xn i nes t ho 
phy siognomy of. socis tY ,- the charact;~r - of . the socia l system u 
thr;:i d e v e lopment of socie ty from one -svstem to anothQr? 

. . ' - . ' -
. Tl~is f~rce, historica l ma t er i al ism holds, is the 

method _of procuring the means .of life .nece ssary for human 
e xistence)' >che -mode ' of prOdUCtiOn of materia l values--food? 
c1o.thirig, footTilGG\r; houses , fue l 1 i nstrumen t s of production, 
ejcc o -~which 0.ro i n:d. .:i,..s pcmsabl e for the ~i fe _ arJ.d. dev slopme nt of 
socie tyo 

. .. 

ln orde r to ' ,1i~.Te 1 peopl e must have food, , c l oth i ng, foot
Near 1 She lte r 1 • fuei 1 e tc. i in order to .-h a v e the se ma t e ria l 
v a lues, people must produce them ; an~ i n .order to produce 
them~ people must have the . . i n struments . of proquction wi th wh ich 
food; clothing q foot~.vear u she lter , fuei 1 e .:tc., are produced' 
th6y must be able t o p roduce the s e instrumen·ts ,a nd to use ·t hem o 

PRODUCTION FORCES 

The i n struroen·ts of production ·,_rh c r e' litll rn<Yt .. "r i .:'.. l V.) lu.c,s 
a re prodpced ;---the people vvho oper a t e the . instrumen>cs of pro~ 
duction -and carry on the production of mat e ria l values t har:ks 
to a c e rta in production experienc e and l a bqur skill--all the~~ 
·~ lements join·tly constitute t J:1e 1;;::-oduction forccs:-o .. f sCJc i c ·i:y o 

RELATIONS OF' PRODUCTION 

. But the productive forc_e s are o~'1ly one aspe ct of 
production, Dnly one asp~ct of the: mode of production, an 
aspect t hat expresses the relation of men to the ob j ( .~ ~ ~ and 
forc e s of na ture ~hich they make use of for the produ~ ~ion of 
materia l values 0 .· Another aspe ct of production v another aspec t: 
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of the mode:;; of · pro d uction, ·ls th•2 r<:-~ l a·tion of rr.en' s r elations 
of production. J'1e "J. carry on a struggle a gainst nature -emu 
ufitize n a ture for tho p rod uction of nta t e rial value s not. in 
isolation from each other, not a s separate indivi~uals, but 
in common., in (]Toups, in socie tie s. Production, the re;forev 
is at al l times and under a ll cond i i.:ions social. 'iro ~~ncti.on 
In the production of ma'cerial values me n enter i 'nto mutual 
relations of one kind or another v.ri thin productio:1 v irrto rel.:::>. ·· 
tions o f production of one kind 6r anothe r. These may b 2 r e 
lations of co- ope r at i on and mutua l he l p betwe6n people who 
are fr ee f r om exploita tion ; they may be r elations of d omina
tion and subor0ination ~ and, l astly, they may be tran sitional 
from one form of relations of production to anoth0r. But 
whatever t he chara6te r of the re lation~ of production may be, 
always a nd i n e v e ry system, they coristitut2 just as e ssent i a l 
an e l ement of p roduction as the productive forces of socie ty. 

·' I n proJ.u.ction, ~ ' Harx s ay s , ··raen no t only act on na tun~ · 

but a ls6 on one another. The y p roduce o n ly by co-op
e rating in a c e rtain way a nd mutua l ly e xchang ing the ir 
activitie s . In order to p r oduce, t h2y ent2r into def
ilite connecti o ns and rela tions with one a nothe r and 
only within t hese s ocia l connections a nd r e l a tions does 
thE-~ ir action on nature , does production, t0.k8 place . '' 
( Wage-L~bour a n d Capital.) 

Consequont ly, production, t he mode of production, em
braces both the product.iv,~ forces of socL::: ty :.md men ·' s r e la-
tions of production, a.nd is thus th(; e rn.1:Joc1 i rr:e nt of the ir unit::/ 
in the process of product i o n of mater i a l v a lues. 

One of t~e f e ature s 0f p rod uctio n i s that it n e v e r sta y s 
2.t. one point for a f.:-)ng time ;;nd is :1.1:.\rays in =::t sto.te o f 
chang9 and develop8ent, and tha t, furth0 r more , changes in thP 
mode of production inevitably c a ll forth change s in the who l e 
social system, sacinl i deas, pol itical views and political 
institut ions -- they call forth a reconstruction of t h e who l e 
social and political order. At differe nt sta ge s o f develo p
ment :r.x~op lo mak..:: us0 of ·c.Effcr2:1 t modes o f p r oduction, or , t o 
put i t mor e crude ly, l e ad d ifferi:mt rna nne rs . o f life . , In t Le 
r>ri~ ·J t~_v.; c c•mmunc tl-y~ re is o n·:.:: . mode of proG1uctio~1; undt~ r sL:, 
e rv there is ano t her mode of production, uhder fe~dalism a 
thlrd mode of producti o n, and so on. A~df correspond i 1gly, 
men°s social system, the spiritual life of me n: the ir views 
and political institu tio ns also vary . 

Whatev e r is the mode of p r o d uction of a soc i e ty : such 1n 
th~ main is ~he society itself; its ideas and t heories, ·its 
politica l views and institutions. 
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life, 
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. . ~ ... 

o·;.:, ·to put it ·. mo r e crud~? ly v wha t~'vcr is mc:;.n l s 
such is ,h~ s·· n1u.nne r . of.· t h o u ght. · 

' .. · 

'l'hi s mo,~ns t h.--tt. the h isto r y :')f . d s ve l Qpment . 0 £ s o ciety is 
above a ll · t :Tc; his ·t o ry of ' t l"u:3 . devt; l opment . o f produc t i o n 

1 
:uJ..o 

h istory of tho modes .o f produc t i cin whic h succe ed each ·o th2 r 

"/ . 

1 . 

in the c o u rse o f . c enturi(j s; .t h0; h i s t -o ry o f the~ d0v e l o pment . o f 
~ . f 'fJ p r ou.uct1ve -o rc :c::s and proph: 's r elat i ons _ o f prodU: c tiori ~ · ~ 

He nc e the histop j of s o cia l ._::;_, ::_v,,;; l :~Jpment is a·t th~'! s arnc 
·t~m0 th0 his t o ry o f the; produc e rs of mat e r :i a l ·v a luo s them
s e lve s, t h ;::- histo ry o f th<:o l abou:ring mas s 2 s wh2~ a r e t he ·ch i e f 
f o rce ' i n "thr) p'r o c e ss o f p'r o d uct-ion and \.vho c a rry r') n t h:e produc
tion .o f ma t .::ria l v.=;:~ lue s · necess_i-l ry f o r t he e xis -te nce o f s ocie t y . 

lie n ee, if h isto ri6a l scienc e i ~ t o b2 a r eal s cie nce , it 
c .:.m . n o l 0 [1ge r r C::duc \0-.. tht:= h is tor y o f s c c·i a l dr::J 'velopm,:;n t t n the 
a ctions o f kings and g <'..}n'\_"!r::;. ls, t o thQ iJ.c ti .-:n•.s o f "c o nq u e r o r s !l 

a nd "subjug a t o r s" o f . s ·t a t c s 1 bu·t r.mst abov e o..ll· d ·2 vo t e i ts (~ l f 
~o t he h isto r y o f t he l abouring masse~ , the h isto r y o f peo p l es. 

Henc e the=~ clu.::..: t o the stu.dy o f th.2 l:l',vS of hi s t o r y o f 
s oc i ety ~ust no t b 2 s o ught1 in men i s mind i , ;ih t he v i ews nnd 
idc~ a s ,::; f s o cie ·t y but i n the mode o f produc t i on practised. by 
s ocie ty i n any g iven h isto rica l p e riod J it ~ust b e s b u ght in 
the economic life of s o cie ty. 

H0nc e _ t he pri me tas k o f hi s t o rica l science i s to study 
cmd (lise l e s e · t h.;;; la~vs o f p r oduct i on : t h e laws o f dev eloprrk::i·lt 
o f th<i productive f o rce s i:'.n d of the re:L:t i o ns of p r o d uction, 
t h e 1'1~vs of c ctJnorlic d•.v e l o pmr2:--1t of s oc i Qty. 

·-
. Henc e, i f t he par ty o f t h o prolot~ri~t is to · be 3 r e al 

p~rty , i t must abo v e a ll ncquir~ R kno wl edge of t he laws o f 
developmen t o f p r od.u c t i:.m u of th~~ l a ws o f" · . .;conorai c d2ve l opment 
o f soc iety. ~ '· · 

Henco , if i t is ~at t o er~ in p o licy , t h e party of the 
p r 0 l etar i at mu s t both i n d r af ting its p r ogr am and i n its pr~c
t ica. l 2cti vi tic s p r oceed p rimc.ri l y f r om ·t h 2 l aws of dev~~ lop ·
rth:.: n 'c of producti;)n. from the 1 :::.\,JS .;1£ c c on,_jffiic dov u l opr:lt-.mt o f 
s ocie ty. 

A s e c ond f eat u r 0 o f p r o0ucti o n i s th~t its c h ang8s a nd 
d,~ve lopmen·t~:th.v ;::;:y-:.3 b.::cgin. wit~ cl .. ang,_::s a!v:l d:; v Qlnp:Tk::n t of th2 
pro duc t ive f o r ces, and, in t h 0 f irs t plac~ , with change s and 
dev e l o pmen t o f th~-:; i n s t rum-.:mts C; f pro duc tio n . Productiv~~ 
f o rce s ·J.re ·tlw r e f or"; thG !t:n s-t r;-ubile :"'..nd r c v o l u tion2 r y c; l e·
mGnt o f p r oduct i on . First the producti v e fo r cs s o f s o cie ty 
change a nd dsv e l op, and t hen , depend i ng on the se c hanges and 
i n c o nf,.)rmity with th<:;;m, men' s-rei"aEions of p r o d uc-t i on, thei r 
e c r:Jn<JinlC relat i o ns, c h a nge . This , h ov.TOV0r 1 doe s n :)t. mean 
t h a t the r e l at i o ns o f produ c tion do n o t influence the d e v e l 
o pme:1t o f the p r cduc·tiv<:: for~c s and t h at L1.2 L". t:b:;}: arc no t 
depcnd c::n t. Dn tJ:1 .::: fcr'rm:-;r. \-Jh il '2 t:w ir dcVE.; l.np r.H::;n t j_s ri. -:' pc·1. 

'~ 



d ent on the developme nt of the pro ductive f o rces, t he re l n~j_onY 
Gf prod7~cti<::n in the ir turn r eact upon the d.Gv e l oprnent of the 
p r o quytl ~G t o rces r acce le~ating o r n~ta.rd ing it. In ·this 
c o nne ctio n .it sho uld b e note d :t J.1 -J:t; the relat ions o f produc ·ti -:m 
c:1nnot -fnr t -. ~ l o ng .., +-~m · 1 · ·• _·, .. ; :·-;1 · d b · · .... t .r.: ·- •· . ~ ..~ . .• .. \ _,_v · u ~~ , e _,"lg · .o..,.~n-lnu. an c: 1.n a s l..a e or 
COJ.Ytradict~oh ·to t h2 ,g~o'i.,lth o f the p r oductive 'f o rce s, ina s -
much as ' · . :the prod;udt i v e f o rce s c a n dev s l op in full me a s ure 
only vJhe n the r e lati6 hs of production c o rre spond t o the chclr~-
a.cte_:s;, th ~-= ·sta te o f ·the productive forces and a llo v;r full scope 
f o r the~r developmen~ . Th~re fore ~ ' hcwcver much the r e latio n s --. ·: 
of . prnductio :q. may l ag b e hind the. clevc:!l()pme nt o f the p r q duc ·· 
tivve f o rces, t hey mus t , , sooner o r -la t;e r, c ome i nto corres-~ 

-· ponde nce with -- and~ .::;,ctually do c ome i nto c o rresponde nce 
' with -- · the l ev e l o f d e v e l o pment: o f the productive f o rce s 1 th t:: 

chara ct,;:: r of t.he. productive f o rces . ' Othe r wise Vl i::'J ~JlOUld h a VQ 
.: a_ fundame nta l vio 'ta tion of the ,Unity of t he p roduc tive f o rC E:S 

and the r e l ."l.tio n s o f production "''i thin the sys>tem o f p roduc -
. ~- tio n, a ·ft isrtiptio n b f p~oducti6ri a s a whale ~ a 'crisis 6f pro-

. ,ductio n ., a. d e st:.ruction· o f p r oquctive f cJ rcc:s . . . .· · 

" . . - 't;,., ,.-.· ~ -;. i'lhl' ch t~) -~, -· .;. _' l"'-'-1.' '"''1· ·~ r)f nrc dur+- 2'r--.n L-1 0 ., ,,-, .. t1.D l.DS' · c,DC 8 ... 11 .. .. "· "=' .L t;:; _,_, <.- . u1 ::::> v . 1.. , ~ '-- '-' .L - -'-' •.. 

· · co~respond t o th0 c har ac t e r o f t he p r o d uctive f o rces , confl ic ~ 
v-.rith :the m, is · the E:~ conomic crise s · i ri c .jpi -t =tli s t c ou n trie s, 

. 1t1he r e private cc:pi t -ali s t ownershi p of . ti~t.: means o f p r oduc:tio n 
i~ in g l a rin g indorigru i ty with the socia l cha r a cte r of t~e 
p r o c e s s o f "product:i o n, with the cha rac"t.2 r o f the p r od1ictive 
f o rce s. This - ~e sul~s iri economic ~ crises, which l~aj "to t he 
ddstr·uct.ion o f proc1uctiv;3 -fo:rce s. r urth'-.! r mcr e , t h i s incon-~ 
~rciity - it s~lf c;ns t itute s ~h6 e~ono~ic basis of socia l r evo J.u 
tion v the 'purpo s e 0f- '·vl.1ich is ·t o d estroy th2 e xi s t ing re l at:ic l" '~~ 
o f production ~hd t o ~~eate ne w r e lation s o f p r oduc tioh c or r e s·· · 
pending to ths c hnr a c tb i o f i h c productive f o rce s . 

In c o ntrast , an ins t anc e i n wh ich t hG r e la t i ons o f p r o
duction c omple t e l y . C<")rrespond t o t he ·char a cte r of t he p r odu.c 
tive f o rces i s the so~ ia li st n3t i ona l e c onomy o f - ~he U. S . S . R., 
whe r e the soc i~ l own~r sh ip o f " t he means o f produ0tion fu l l J 
c 6 rre spo nds to the s 6c i a l cha.~ac ter o f the p r ocess of produ~ ~ 
tion, and whe r e , b e cua s e o f t h is, econo~ic c tises a nd the 
d~struc~ion o1 produc tive forc e s a r e u nkn own . 

Ca n s 2q u e ntly, t he p r oductive for c e s ar~ not only t~e 
most mobi le and rcvolutio~ary e l ement i~ p r o d uction, b u t ar0 
;-:1ls ~:J the d'~b:; rmining e l emen t in t l1e deve l opme nt of protJ.uc t i ;:: ;l . 

vJha -t: e v e r -3. r G t h12 pn)duct:i V0 f o r ces such n:hst b ;,; t he !.' ·'~ . !.. -' ': ' · 

tio ns o f production . 

While ~ the sta~e o f t he prcdu c tiv2 forc e s furn i shes ~n 
a nst,;r.=r t o the qu.:-::s .tio n _ . ..: vvith wha >c instn .1me nts of p r oduc
tion d o men p r oduce t he mate ria l v a lue s t hoy noes? - - t he 
sta t e o f th~ r e l ;ti o ns o f p r qduct i o. furni shc~ t he answer t o 

. · !.."r ... 
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.::1noth8r que stion .,.~ who own .s the means of product i o n (the 
land p forests p v'l<J. t e rs, min~:::r.a l n ::"sourcs s-; rav; ma t e ria l s : in
strumen"tS of producti:::m , p r oduction p remises, ille a ns o f tra ns:·· 
portu. tion a nd c omrnunic:t tion, c:tc. ) , who commands the mezms of 
pr oduction, whe the r the who l e o f s ocie ty, or individual par ·· 
s ons , groups, or cla s ses which uti l i ze them for the exp loitd
tion of o ther pe rsons, gr oups o r classes? 

DEVELOPME:'T'I OF PRODUC'l' JVE FORCES 

H(;;! r e is a rough picture o f tho developmez.t o f produc
tive f orces from anci~nt time s t o our day. The tra nsi s ition 
from crude sto ne t ools to the bow a nd arrow; a nd the acc om
panying tr.::1nsi~ion from the life o f hunt e rs t o t he dome s t i 
c a tion o f animals a nd primitive pa sturage ' the tra n s ition fror' 
ston2 t ools to me t a l too ls (the i ron a xe, the wooden plongh 
fi ttcd vJi th a n iron c o l t <:;r, etc.) u 'vi t l.1 u. c orres pondins-1 tra!.1 r: i " 
ti0n t o tilla ge a nd agriculture ; u. furthe r i mprovement i n •nc t al 
t aJ l s f or the working up c f ma t e ria ls , the introduction o f th~ 
b l~cksmith's ba llows, the introdution of potte r y, with a 
c orresponding deve lopme nt o f handicra fts, th~ s e pa r a tion of 
handicr'lfts f r om ,'lgricul ture u t h6 de>rc l opment c-.f u.n ind. ~~pen~· 
dent hand icra ft i ndus t r y and , s ubse quently r of manuf0cture1 
the transition from handicra ft t oo ls t o mo.chi r:.e: s and ·t.~1(~ tre :·b~· 
f o r mation o f hQndicra ft and manufncture i nt c mach i ne industr~ · l 
the transiti0n t o the machine s ys t em a nd t he ri sa o f modern 
large-sc~l ~ machine i ndustry - - such i s ~ gc ns r hl a nd far f ~cm 
complete picture: ~.."J f th2 deve l opment o f t h,·..: p r oducti v~:: f r·r:ce.s 
of socie ty in the course o f man's histo ry. I t will be c J.e a 
t .ha t the d ,Jvelopme:<J.t a nd i mpr overtten t o f t he inst.r1.1.mcnt .s o f 
~roJuction we=e e ff ected by me n who wa r 2 rel~ted t o produc
'cion, a nd d cve l opme r.-t 0 f t i1<::: i nstrur:1.ents o f productiu:1 ~.;rere :.1 

c ompanie d by a cha nge a nd de:ve l opme nt of m E; i1 , e.s ti .e most i:n-· 
portant .;:;lemen t Gf the prod'.J.c ·tive f o rC ( ".: S r b y o. Change~ .".. TIG dG ·~ 
'e l opment of their pr oducd.tm E:! Xpt2rie nce , thGL:: l 2.ih8u.r s k L .. l. 
their ability to handle the ins t ruments n f production . 

In conf ormity with th~:~ cha nge and dev ..:.:: l oprr.-::! n "l: o f t .he pi.:·::::· " 
cluc-tivf: f u r c e s of socie t y i n the c cY.:: rse o f h i sto :::-y , nen ' s 1 • .. 

lations o f pr oduc ·tiCTl : t h•::; ir economi c r e lr't t ... i ons 2-1 1 s ,. c ~"1 i'ing· ~d 

c:nd deve l oped . 

Fi ve m::dn type s o f r e l at ions of p r oduc ·'-ion a r e knm·.rr:.. J· ·· ' 
history ~ primitive communal, s lave, f e ud;'ll v c apita lis t. and 
soc i a list. 
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tive com .. n:mnn l system is tha t t he means of production -3..re so
cially owned. This in the main corre sponds . ~o - ~he cha r a cte r 
of the producti VG fr:Jrces of t..:hat• periccL St.o ne"-- t ools r and v 

lpter1 tba bow afid arrow~ pre cluded the poss i bill ty of men 
ihdividu.n.lly cornba ting the. force-s of n a ture and beasts of pr,~y . 
In o r der t o ga ther the f~t.J.i.ts of the f o r es t 5 t o ca·tch fislb. p 

to build s ome sort of habi ta ·tiort v n:2-n we re oblig'ed t.o "'Jerk in 
c_QITL'1on if they d id no t '.van:t · to di(~ o f starva tionv or fall vic
t i m t o b8asts o f prey o r - t 6 n e ighbouring s ocictiss. _ Labour i n . 
c orr.Elon l ed t o the c ommon 'o."l!mership of the means of · productio:n v /J 
.::1. s lJ'Q l l a s nf t he £ru its o f production. Here ·the c onc e p-tio n '/ 
o f priv3te ownership o f . th2 mearts o f producti o n did not yet 
e xist# exce~t for the personal ownership o f c erEa in imp l ements 
of productio n l<Vhich ;vc;re at the same time m,eans of d (2 fenc e 
ag<l.ins t beasts o f prey. Here th0re ~is no ~~plQl tation, no 
cl-a.sse s o- , ·· 

The basis o f the reln.tiohs i:J.f pr•:Jduction : unde r the slave 
sy$tE:m is tha t the slave owner m·.;ns the meG.ns of product:ion; 
he also owns the wq rke r in production - - the slave , whom he 
can s e ll, purchase, or ki ll _as thou gh h e we re ~rt an i mal. Such 
r e lations o f production in~he ma in . corre~pond 't 6 th ~ s tate of 
the productive forc e s o f ·that per i o d. I n s t e c..d o f stew.:: t o o l s 1 

men now h a ve met.al too ls a t - the.ir c ommand ; inste·ad cf ·t he 
wr etched and pr i mitive h usbandry o f the hunter~ who knew 
ne i gher pastur~ge, n o r t~lLage~ thete new appe~r pastura g e p 
tillage, handicr~ft~ , an~ a livisi~n of l abopr between these 
branches of production . There appea rs the po~sibility of the 
exc hc.nge o f products b '2 t\voen ind ividuals and between s oc i e ti c·::..; r 

o f tr~e accumulit i:~n o f VJeCJ.lth in the h a nds o f : a f e1~1 r the 
.a ctu::;. l accumulatio n o f t he . means o f pro<J.u c tio n in t h ..::;; hand s 
6£ a minoritY~ . ~nd the possibil~ty of subjugatio n o f the ma-
l'orl· ·'cy bu "1 lTt; nrJrl.' ·tp a 11a~1 ·(- 'n·: .• ~ ...- C'"'llV'~rsi "'>'1 l• " -:~'o'' . c. -:S 1.L"'Va ~ ·,~T P. r _r,_:, 
_ r . -- .l C·., .- .J... ' ..L - w'j w · ~..- .L ~ J... .L.. \.. .) 1 ~-- -~ \...~ .i - - .._ ' '··· ~ . 0 ~ \...,.. W :l - "'-. . -

we n.-:J l bn9er find t he co1~1mon <J.n(), free l abour og: ~ll r,;memJ:y; r s o:C 
society in the prnduc·tion pro c•2ss --: hero t.h:ir:e ·pre vai ls t h e ... 
forcad l a b o ur of slav2 s , who are . cxplo ited by th~ ·non- l~bo~r
inq sle:rve ov.me rs. Here , . th(:~refore , the re i s no c ommo n O'-"mer
ship of th1::0: me aDs o f p r oducti::m o f o f the frui:·ts o f p roc.l.uc ·tio . • ,• 
I t is replaced by ~rivate 0wnersh i p . He r G th8 siave owne r : 
appec.r s .J.s the · pr i me u.nd princ ipa l propt:; rty m~~1er in t he f ul1.· 
S i.:.:; ~~ _s e o 

Ri c h and poor, exp l o iters and exploit~d, p eop l e with 
f 1 1 r . '1~S ~ ~- ~~· , ·~it11 I1) rl'gLts -~ cl ~ ~ J· e r-c· r 1 ~~s .U · J.g.:. "" Cl.D U r:-'\.0-! l .•;"_,_L t:. .,. _ '· · . . <. . u. 9 .: ' ~' - ·. -• ..._ .-:: e .. .L ,: • • :> 

struggle b.:;; ·t we e n ·them such. is the pici:ur r.:: o f:: the · slave s ys ·· 
'cern . 

; . 

The basis. o f t he: r~OJ-htions o f pro d uctio-r-:. und0 r tho f euc!a.l 
system . . i s t .h CJ.t ' ·the f "::-t:da l l o rd owns th~; 1'11.2ans :,.:: pi~duction 

~ .::1 f . 1 t-• ' • -, . , • .·. 1 . . ,.. ana uoe s not u~ v own ~ne wo rKe r 1n prcauc~1on -- ~~e s e rr, 
whom the feudc:l lord c .:::n n r.) ._l ong·2r kill r but v-Jho ra he can buy · 
~"; d - .:~ 11- ;:) 1 n -;,:J F.· .:: ·c :l d-·~ 1 ~)T, 'T - .'~ roh' t1 ~ ) ,.- !::) . e x' ..; ~J-s -' ri .!v l• ... ,: -(..,n "' ~--- • .L.J..O, .gs .. _<.J.e . -.. J J_ 1. '-:\·U c . - ~- " nc-.r"' __ J_ p .tlt.! - c:: .. ,·· . ...... ... L.. ln ..... ..~. .. 
dua l: .crv.rne rshir) by t he peasant and ·the h 2.-.. "1.ic raft f" man \~ :, £ ;.-j_is- . 
implements o f pr oduc~iori a~Q hi s p riva t A ent0r~ri ~e b0s~d 0Jl 
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his rv~rsorvH l 0.bour. Such relations o f p:~;p¢i.uc·tion i .1.1 the ma i n 
corr espond to Uie stc:te o f the pr oductive ··:f,&Z:rces o f ,,··t ihf..tt peri -

·, ' ~ .' ... ·.·' '•-' ' 

c::.d . Further iinprCNi.3ments in the smel·ting a.ri¢1 ::t:t()r,Jd,r1g . :::Jf iron, 
t he spread Qf the iron ploug~ and the loom~ the fb rthe r devel 
opment of agriculture ; ho rticul ture, vinicultrire and dairying ~ 
the a ppea ran.ce of manufactdries· alon9side of the handicraf t 
vmrkshops -- Sl.\Ch are t he charac:::ter.i stic fe .::1tures o f th~ state 
of the productive for .c es . · 

The new productiv~ forces demand that ~he l abourer shall 
display some kind of initiative in production and an ' inclina
tion f o r work, an i ntere st in wb~k. The f eudal lord . th~refore 
discc;.rds the slaver as a l a.bourer \.vho ·has no interest i n "'7ork . 
and is entire ly "wifhout i~itiative , jnd prefers to deal ~ith 
the serf, who _has his own husbandry, implemehts of prodqction , 
and a cert~ in inte r e st in work es s enti al .for the dul tivat i on 
of t .he land J.nd . for the , p aymen.t in kj~nd · O'f n part o f his . har
vest t o the f eudal lord . 

H<:.:: r e p riva.-te O\vnership i s .fu:r-ther deve l oped.. :Sxploi·ta
tion is nearly a s ~evere as it ~as tin4er s l avery--it i s only 
slightly mi tige. tecr~ I:.. clc.ss s truggle behv-een e xp l oi t ers and· 
exploited is the principal f eature of the feudal system. 

ThE:~ basis of the relations of production . under t .hE: :~a.pi~ 
talist system is that the capitalist owns t~e mians of produc 
tion , but not the work~rs iri production - ~ the . wa~e labou ~9rs , 
\vhom the Ca?ita list. can neither kill nc r sell because t .. !- ·_; a r :::,; 
Por~0'1;:'11 1 y' fr.~e-> bu,'- T·•'n'o ""V"C. d· ;,., ',~J rl' ·v.:·d ,.-..f' r'e"'n"' ~,f nr,·,r"l 'Ll ·"·-··, .. ,... '-"...__;:> J._ C • ...L - q · \.. .. \1'1 .,_ C -i. .L.. ...... ,t ·-~ J..t.. . ~t. LJ.. .!. .. :> \..~ 1 ·----- -~ ' ·.- _ ..l. i 

and, in order not ·c.o d i G u:E hunge r , a r e obliged t:o s c· Tl c..: ... ' :i .. :r 
labour p6wer to the c a pitalist and t o bear t he yoke of exp~oi
tation. ~longs ide o f c~pit~li st p r operty in the means of pr o
duction, we find, at first on a wide scale, pr ivate prope~ty 
o f the peasants and handicraftsmen i n the mea:~.l s c :': p ·.~od ; r: t <i.on , 
these peasants a nd hand icraftsmen no l onger being ~ ·~ ~: s ~ild 
thQir private pr-.Jperty being based on persona l J ~~:) .. :. :::-. .r. n 
p l a c e o f the handicraft wc rkshops a nd manufa6tor j.e~ t h0r d ap~ 
pear huge .mills and fac t oiies equi pped wi th machJ.~ery . In 
place of the manorial e s·t .:.~te s ti .. lled by the p r irrlitivo. i mp l e 
ments o f production of the peas~rit, the r e now appear l a r ge 
c apita list farms run on s cientific lines and supplied with 
agricultura l machinery. · 

The n 2w productive force s require tha t the workers in 
production shall be better educ a ted a nd mo r e intelligent tha~ 
the downtr odden and i gnorant serfs, that ~hey be able to un
derstand machine r y and operate it properly. Ther e f o r e, the 
capitalists prsfer t o deal with wage wor kers who are free fr rnn 
thG bonds of st::rfdom and 'J?h ~) are educo.t.c-~ ::ou'· :, ~.··:· L ;:~ ; •lc-; 

pr~p0rly t o operate machinery. 
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CO'·J·I'Rl-'>DICTIONS IN Ci\P I T.:'..LI SJI1 

But havin g deve l opad p r oduc t ive f 0 rce s t o a t r emendous 
e xtent , caPita lism has b s c oma e nmesl1ed in c ontra dic t i ons 
which it is unable to so lve . By ~r0duc ing l~rger a nd l arger 
q uant itie s ') f c ommodities, and red ucing th(: ir prices, c a.p i t .:ll -· 
ism i nten s ifies c ompetition, rui n s the mass of sma l l nnd 
medium p rivate own e rs, c onverts them into p rol e t ar i ans and 
r e duces the ir purcha sing powe rr with t h Q ~esult that it b~come s 
i mpo ssible t o dispose o f the c ormnodi tie s prClduced . On t.he 
o ther h and , by e xpanding p r oduction a~d c o n6entrating mil
lions of work~rs in huge mills and fact ~rie s; _ tapitalism l e nds 
the p r o c e ss o f p r oduction a s oc iul chet r a g ·ter. ai1¢t, Jehus unde r.
mines its oHn +o undatio n, inasmuch as t h e s oci .?..~ c_hc r a.cte r of 
• " f 0 • d .. 1- • ~ . • • .;: h ... -c.ne . p r ocess o proauct1on 2mo.nds bl(.:' socla ..L o~·rnersrllp c- .... ·t e 
means o f pr·:)diJction; yet t.he means o f ' p:r;-oduction r ema i n pri
vate· c api ·talis:': p r o pe-rty , 'l!vh ich i s inco:mpe:tible ' ~,;?i t h th-2 s o ci.J. l. 

. ;c h a r<J.c t e r of t he p r o c e ss o f production . · 

'I'hr.:: s e i rreco ncila b l e c orltraciictions· bet'tveen t he c h a r nc"tl:: -r 
o f the produ~tive f o rce s .and th~ rel ~tions o f productio n make 
themsel~es f e lt ~n per i od ica l - ~r i s es o f overpr~duction, wh2n 
the ciapi t cllis·ts, find i ng nO ef fc~ c t i v 0:: derna.nd for the ir goons 
owing t o th,,~ ruin of t b 0 I•li:l.S .S of the popula tion Hh ich tlk~Y 
themselve s have brought about , a r e ~om~ello1 t o bur n pr od
ucts) destro y m2.nufacturc;cJ goods r s1i s pend p r oductio ri ; ond 
de s -troy p r oduct i v e f o r ce s a 'c a t i me when mil lio ns o f pe~-· 
arc~ f o rcs d t o s u ffer un(~mployment a.nd stc.rvat i on , no t L··· · · , 
·th·ere arc~ not :.:;:nough goods , but bec t1use t her s is an ovr:-: :·::j.:. ,·
ductio~ nf goods. 

'I'h i s means ·that t he cu.p i t :1 l ist. r elations of preY.·'. :·-: .. • . ., 
hnve ceased t o c o rrespond t o the state o f productive o f 
society and h nve c ome into .:rr"·r onc:l l "Pl-· .1 "· .. . c ontradict. :!. 
them. 

This rnerm s t ha t c e.~lit ·"?, lism is preqn a n·t 'IJ>Ii th __ -· ') l u i ·. n 
•,v_hose missio n i t i s ·t o replace t he exis ·ting c apibJ.li·st CY!:inC?r ·· 
~hip of th~ menn~ of pr oduction b y socia list ownec-~h i9 -

'J:'his me2ns t hat · the main f s o ture: of the cap i t-::~ Li G t s \- s·
teto. i s a mc)s t u.cute class st.rugglt~ br.:; t1-1e ~..:-:n t.l1o CY[~l ,Ji ·t E.~ :r· s a."!1.c1 
the exploited . 

Th ~~ bas is o f the r e ln.tion s o f product i· J;l u , . .c . .,. -. lt<.:. ;.:;oci -J.l -
ist systemg which s o f a.r has b efm e stablished only in i:h c~ 
U.S. S .R. , is t he=: s oci J. l owner ship o f t he me 'l ns of prodt~ct.):;n , 
Here there ~re no l onge r e xplo i ter s a nd exploi ted . Th 2 goods 
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. ' ... . 

·pr tJduced· a.n~ distribut ed d.cco rcfti_rig to labcmr performed; em 
the princip l eg "He 1t1ho doe s nb't ~.¥o rk; neither sha ll he eat. n 

He r e _ t.hc~ rnutuA.l · r e:l !ations b f p8ople i n t he proce ss o f produc = 
· tL·m are !-J.arkt.~i:J by c omrade ly co-cpc:r u:tion a:nd the s ocia lis-t 
mutual as sistance Gf wo r kers i-1hc are f r ee from e xolo i t a ticm. 
Fk~·r.e the r8l c~. tions ,:)f pr oduction fully c GrrGspond'- ·t o the sta.tc 
o f productiv~ · f orces, for t he so~ial chara c ter of the proc ess 
o f pr oduction is reinfo rced by t he S()ci -J. l . mmership o f th<e.:: 
means 0f p r oduction. 

Fo r this r easoh ·s ocia list production 1 n the U. S .S. R, 
k:1.ov-JS no periodica l crise s of •JV•.:? r produc·tion .l.nd t heir ilccom
panying absurd i t i e s. 

· · - For thfs r eas on 1 the productive f o rces here dev e l op at 
an ~cceierat6d pa ce , f o r the re l~tions o~ pr~duction t ha t co r 
iespohd t o ~hem-offer f ull scope f o r such' ~evelopment. 

Such is the p icture o f the developmGn t o f men's r e lations 
o f production ~n the c ourse o f human history. 

Such is t he d~pendence o f t he develo~ment o f the relnt i ons 
b f p r 6duction on th~ developme nt Cl f the produttion forces o f 
society, rrnd primarily, b n thc ' develop~ent o f the i ns truments 
o f production, "che dependenc e: by virtue. of v,;hich t he changes 
a nd development o f the productive f orce s s ooner o r later l ead 
to c orr e spond i ng chc.nge s a~1d dcvelopmcn·t o f the r e l uti ons of 
production . 

. " 'rhe US C Fmn fabr i c::11':: i c n o f instruments o f l c.bour f n 'i~ says 
Marx 1 ~~ lthough existing in the ge r m among certa i n species of 
nnima l - i c "' ' )::-,C; f ; c..,.ll· • . c '1· :-:rn c -'- o rl.' r t .: C nf -l- 11 '-:' hUJ:'.1avl 1 -"'b~u.,.. ·-
.. ... . l_ · .- ;;:> ~ "> "'.L <:.:: ,...._ ..._ • ' · ' :t ", ! •_:- -- I-\.:. . ·~ . ..!. . .. '- " ~- - · " .L ~·· l _ .-~ 

p r o c e ss, and Frankl1n theretor e def1 nes man ns a too l-makl ng 
" • • l -;> ·-:> 1. ' . c:' b ""< '',.., ., • ' "'+- ~ 1 · . -. ·-. C . l "b ' · -r ,...,, ... ' C r , ~ c~ +-1 ' ·· .• nlrn~L • ..:·."' J. Cs U J.. Y'::l'"'" · ':::- l n."' ,_r ~tmern: ::;; ,,.,r: ::: • . :)U- ::-,.';-;, ., . .:::....,,"' ~ 1e 

sa.r.-~e iinportn.nc c f':) r t.~e inve s ·tiga t i on of ex-tinc t e co nomic fo :r:ms 
o f s ocie ty, as do f oss il bone s f o r the dete r minat i on of extlnc c 
specie s o f anin:u.l s . I t is JJ) t 'c~ . e articles l':'~adc p l·nt ho\'; they 
a r 2 mad e , and by wha~ instru~ents t ha t e nables us to di stingui s~ l 

" di f f~ren~ nc 6nomic ep09~s~ · ··In~truments of l nbour not only 
· su1~p 1y- .J. stand~rd of the: dcgr ee '. o f deve l opment to v.rhich human 
labour h :'i. s a t.ta ine d bu·t tlk ? .~ 1 r1~ u. lso i nd i c.i:t.crs o f the; soci .=J. l 

, t:':orid i tin:.1s . und.er irJhich t h 3.t
4

l abnur is c a r ried on ." (Capitic.l 1 

' \i'c>l•' I.}' 

"Social rel~tin~s 
In ~cqti iring new 

~re clo s a l y bound . u~ with pr oJuct i vc force s . 
~rcdu~tive f s rces men change their mode 

~Dy instium~nts of l~bnur M~rx has i ri rn i~d primarily instru
l'1e:n·ts o f pr. ~duction. 
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of produqtion ~ a nd -in -changing their mode -of production , in 
changing the vv_ay qf earnirtg the ir living u ·the y:)change all themr 
social 9onditions ~ Th~_ hand-mill gives · y6u s ooiety with the 
feudal lordv the steC;lm·-mill, society 't<!ith the industrial capi~ 
talist. :a (:Karl I·-1arx? ·' The Poverty c5f Philo s o phy-.) 

b. 'n There is a continual movement of growth in productive forces .t 
of destruction in social rela tionsu of f ormation in idea s, the 
only imrrn,1t.able thing is the· abstractio n of movement. -1' ( Il>id.) 

Speaking of historica l materialism as formulated in The 
Communist r!ianifesto ~ Engels says ~ 

' ' ' 

'' Economic produc·tion and the str:ucture of society o f every 
historical epoch necessarily arising theref rom constitute the 
foundation for the political and intellectual histo ry of tha t 
epoch i ... consequently ever sine~ the d issolution .of the -prime
val communal mmership o f -_ land all history ·- has bBen a his :t o ry 
of class struggles, of struggles between exploited and exp l o i t 
ing u bet,.veen domina{ed and dominating classes a t _ v a rious sta ges 
of social _ evolu'cion_ (~ .. this struggle, -hmtJever r has novJ reached 
a stage 'where the exploited a rid Qppressed class ,(;the_ prolet"-\-r .=i 
ia·t) can no longer er1ancipate itself fror'a the -class \-vhich ex"' 
ploits c.nd oppresses it (the b o urgeoisie) " "'7ithout a t the same 
~irne foreve~ f~eeinij the ~hole of society from exploit a tio n, 
opp ressio n and cla ss struggleso 01 (Preface to German editio n of 
The Com..munist .. i'"1a nife sto) 

' . 
'> :·:· . 

· I>. ·t hird. f e ature . o f p r oduction is that the rise o f nmr.1 
productive . forces a n'd of t h·:== rela-t 'i ons ' o f production corres= 
pend ing to 'chem do.es not take pwa ce separately fro m the o l d .· 
system, a ft.er 'che d isappeara nce o f · the o l d system, but ·Hi ·t h in 
·the old system ~ it takes p lace n o t a s· a result of the deliber
ate and c onscious activity of man , but spon·taneously , uncon~ 
scously, independently o f the will of man. It ·tai<:es p lace 
spontane ously and i i1depe rideri tly o f the lrJill o f ma n for tuo 
reasonso 

Firs·t , b e c a use me--n ·· a r e not free t o c hoose . one mod e of . 
production o r anothe r , b~c~use a s every new genera tion enters 
life it finds productive f o rces a nd relations of production 
already existing as ·the result o f the \vork o f former genera~ 
tions, ovdng t o which it is obliged a t first ·to accept and 
a d a p t i t s e lf to every~hing it fi nds Eeady made in the s phe r e 
o f ~roductibn in order t b : be a ble· to. produce mate~ia~ value s. 

-.:.' 

Se cond l y , b e cause , v.rhe n i mproving one instrurr,en t of pro~ 
duction o r ano ther, one e lement o f the productive forces o r 
another, men do no t realize , do' not understand or .stop t o . re
flect "vhat social results these improvements t•Jill .l .e a d to~ - but 
onlv think of the ir everyday interests, of lightening their · 
labour and of securing s ome direct · a nd tangifulo a dv a ntage for 
themselves, 



. -

Hhen v gradually and gropingly ~ . cer6iin members of prim~ 
itive c omim:mal society -- passed from the use of stone ·tools to 
the use of iron toolsi they, of co~rse, did not know and _did 
not stop t o reflect whc--::. ·t s ocial results this innova tion \ITou_ld 
lead to :: · ·they d 'id ·not unde rstand. . or realize that the change .to 
me·tal tools meant a :: xevo l:utl.on - i n production, that it '.-Tould . in 
the long run lead t_o, the - slave systemo They simply Ji•Ianted to 
lighten their laboti.T and secure a n irmnedia t e and tan·gible ad= 
vantage ; their consc.;ious activity \·Tas · conf inec1 ~Hi thi~ the nar= 
rm11 b ounds of this . everyday personal interesto 

t;ifhen , in the period of the .feudal syst.em, the young b om;
geoisie 9 f ·Europe began ~co er.ec·t, alongside of- the small guild 
workshops, large manufactories, and thus advanced the produc - ' ' 
tive fo rces of society , it , of c ourse, did not know and did 
n o t stop to r e flect what social conse~uences this inn6yation 
\VOUld lead t o; it d id no t realize or' understand that this i

1 Sffia ll "' 
innovation would lead to a regrouping 6 f . ~ocial force$ which · 
was t o end in a revolutio n b o th against the power o f kings, 
'..rhose fav6urs it -so highly valued, and aga i nst· the nob ility , 
to who se ranks· its foremost represen-tatives not· infrequently 
asp ired o ·It simply 'l:rTanted t o lm·Jer -the c ost o f producil1g · 
goods i to throH large quantit:les of goods on the. markets o f 
Asia a nd of recently d i scovered 1-l..L'Tierica u a nd to ma ke bigger 
profitso Its c onsc&ous activity was confine d within the nar~ 
ro~v bounds o f this commonplace aim • 

When the Russ i an cap~talists, in conjunction with f o r
eign capitalists, energetic~lly implanted mcdern large- scale 
machin~ industry in Russia, while leaving ts a r d om intact and 
turnin~ the peasants over to the tender me~~ies o f the l a nd
lords, they , of c ourse, did not know and did nbt stop to re
flect wha t social c o nse quence s this extensive growth of p r o 
ductive f o rces would lead to, a regrouping of social f o rces 
that would enable tho pro leta riat to effect a union with the 
peasantry and to . bring- about a , victo rious socialist revo lu'cion. 
They simply wanted ~co expand industrial production to the lim~ 
it, to · ga in c ontrol of . the huge ' home marke-t u to become mono~ 
polists, · a nd t o squeez~ as much profit as po ssible out o f the 
na-t i onal economy o Their c o nscd:lous activity did no t extend 
beyond the ir corrh'llnnpla c e, strict_ly pra ctica l in-terests" lie ~· 
cordingly , _n1a rx says g 

" In the s ocial prodqction _ ~:.Jhich men carry on (tha ~c is , 
in the produ ction o f t he mat~r.ial' · values necessary .t o the life 
of men ~ ehey :enter i n to def_ii:li te relations . tha t 'are indispen~ 
sable and incf8pe ndeilt of thefr will, _ _ these relat.ions o f . pro
duction c orre spond to a definit·2 s~cage of deve lopment · of their 
stage o f d evelopment o f . their ma teria l forc e s of production o '~ • ( · 

: . . 

ri'his e·hov..rever 7 doe~ . :riot_mean tha t c ha nges . il~ ~- -the rela 
tions of production g and ' tl-ie transition : from o ld r e lations . of 
p r oductic•n t o n ew relation s o f p r oduction pro c e.ed smoothly ~ J , 



r1vithout conflicts, · without upheavals. On the c ontrary, such 
a tra nsi-tion usually takes place by means of the r e volutionary 
overthrow o f the o l d rela tions o f production and the establish
ment o f ne~~ r e lations of production. Up t o a certa in period 
the deve l opment o f the productive f orce s and the changes in. · 
the realm of the r e lations of production proceed sponta neously, 
independently of the will o f men~ But tha t is so only up t o 

·a certain moment, until the new and develnping productive 
forces have reached a proper state of maturity. After the ne\JIJ 
productive f orces have matured, the existing relations of pro
duction and their upholders -- the ruling clas s e s ~- become that 
11 insuperable 1

' obstacle t.-.rhich can only be r emoved by the c on
scious a ction of the new cla sses, by the forcibl e acts of 
these classes , by r e volution. Here there stands out in bold 
relief the tremendous rold of new social ideas, of new politi
cal power, whose mission it is t o abolish by force the old re
lations o f production. Out o f the conflict between the new 
pro~uctive f orces and the o ld rela tions of production, out o f 
the ne"'" oc ··monic demands of s ocie ty there arise ne~,q social 
i deas , the new idea s organize a nd mobilize the masses ; the 
masses become welded into a new political army, crea te · a new 
revolutiona ry povmr, and make use o f it . to abolish by forc e .. 
the old system of rela tions of production, and firmly to es
tablish the new system. The spontaneous process o f development 
yields place t o the conscious actions of men, peaseful deve lop
ment ot vio· l ent upheaval, e vo lution t o r e vo lution. 

'
1The proletariat, ~~ says r·iarx , '1during its c ontest with 

the bourgeoisie is compe~ 1 .0 .d, by the f orce of circumstances, 
to organi ze itself as a _. class ••. by mearis . of a revolution, it 
makes itself the ruling cla ss, and, a s such r sweeps away by 
force the mld cond itions of production.~~ (Communist Manifesto) 

lmd further~ 

a. "The pro l e tariat will use its politica l supremacy t o 
wrest, by degrees, a ll capital from the bourgeoise, t o c entra 
lize a ll instruments of production in the hands of the sta te, 
i. e. , o f the p r oletariat organized a s the ruling class 1 and to 
increase the total of productive forc6s a s r apidly a s possible .~ 
(Ibid.) 

b. "Fbrce is the mid'\·life of · e ve ry old s ociety pregnant 
with a nav!T one. " (Karl l\1arxu Capita L) 

Here is the brillia nt formulation of the essence of 
historical materialism given by D1arx in 1859 in his historic 
Preface to his f amous boqk, A Contribution to the Critique of 
Political Economy ~ 

" In the socia l production which men carry on t hey enter 
into definite rela tions which a r e indispens able and independent 
of their will > these r e l ati ons of production corre spond t o a 
definite stage of deve l opment o f their mate rial f orces o f pro
duction . The sum tota l of these rela tions of production c on-
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"In the social production of their life, men enter into definite relations that are indispensable and 
independent of their will, relations of production which correspond to a definite stage of 
development of their material productive forces. The sum total of these relations of production 
constitutes the economic structure of society, the real foundation, on which rises a legal and 
political superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social consciousness. The 
mode of production of material life conditions the social, political and intellectual life process in 
general. It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the contrary, their 
social being that determines their consciousness. At a certain stage of their development, the 
material productive forces of society come in conflict with the existing relations of production, 
or - what is but a legal expression for the same thing - with the property relations within which 
they have been at work hitherto. From forms of development of the productive forces these 
relations turn into their fetters. Then begins an epoch of social revolution. With the change of the 
economic foundation the entire immense superstructure is more or less rapidly transformed. In 
considering such transformations a distinction should always be made between the material 
transformation of the economic conditions of production, which can be determined with the 
precision of natural science, and the legal, political, religious, aesthetic or philosophic - in short, 
ideological forms in which men become conscious of this conflict and fight it out. Just as our 
opinion of an individual is not based on what he thinks of himself, so can we not judge of such a 
period of transformation by its own consciousness; on the contrary this consciousness must be 
explained rather from the contradictions of material life, from the existing conflict between the 
social productive forces and the relations of production. No social order ever perishes before all 
the productive forces for which there is room in it have developed; and new, higher relations of 
production never appear before the material conditions of their existence have matured in the 
womb of the old society itself. Therefore mankind always sets itself only such tasks as it can 
solve; since looking at the matter more closely, it will always be found that the task itself arises 
only when the material conditions for its solution already exist or are at least in the process of 
formation." (Marx, Selected Works, Vol. I, pp. 269-70.) 

Such is Marxist materialism as applied to social life, to the history of society. 

Such are the principal features of dialectical and historical materialism. 


