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There were four areas of dtscussion following the NO Outline. 
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Introduction , framework. 
The basis for self-det ~ rm1nat1on. 

Ue·· . .'el·::Jf":ir''ent of the l'·latJ.cnal C. uest1r:;n b··_) 
I 1..) • S t u d ~) iJ u e.;:. t ~ on s 
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As 3 

then 
f r ·3 r(;G l,d O r· k f: IAIO 

n::Fer't'ed hack 
c on cepts were tntroduced. T hese !\Je i' e 
to 1n the c ourse of the dtscusst n n. 

1. The Hattonai IJue."'>tion i::. .3 q•Jestton of tr·;e t'ec:onstl!:utton 
o f E· o c 1 e t >.> • l t -3 r" • .:;. ,_,, e r· :5 t he '::j u e s t 1 on s o f h o tv :s o c i e t :;.• 1 :s 
o t' ·~an 1 zed on a n e l.·.J bas i s .: h o 1.-.J n a t 1 on 5 1-.1 1 1 l ,-. e :so l • ..... e the. i r· 
.:tffair· :::. and J -·, i~t~; .::.t.:b _1U!3.9ted :-:eop le f.\itll go ! .. 'er·n thel(· 

l 1 '.'e5. 

Reconst 1 tut ton o F 
e~i:sttn o boundr e s 

5 r) c::: l e t '·. ) 
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stat e s, countlRS: etc . . con s tt tuted 
f o r r e a :; o n s o f o o l 1 t , 1 c a l tj o rf; 1 n -3 t 1 o n , r· e c •: • n s t 1 t u t 1 o n ';.J t l 1 
be on the b as1s of self-d eterm inatto n of sub Juga t ~ d 
people . 

The ~3 c:· '· .-' t e t !_lr~! 1 on 1 -5 .~ n ~;<a 1,·,p : e o f a r· e con -~ t ~ t u t e d :so ::: 1 e t ..1 , 

.::. .. ;.:_:., ar·e par· t CJ~ t {-i ·? r~ : .. J,) ' :30Cl ~-:l1 =, t r···1-= ' _.1 8j"(!~ nt, 

rn ~=.n ~ !_._,a :=:. 1 :-~~· ~ : .; F:.-n c ~,.i b ·_1 r· ·1 "=1! J and th=?. l~h1ne::~ e r ~:~'· .-' !.:;t ; _ i tlon~ 

F ·= at u :-· -:=~;::. •) f · he n .~ t -. : ;T!::j• . .. e ·:i ;:?.nt j:5 l ,tFl ue n ·:~ ;j b •.,t :· t:Jc .:tr -? 

~ h .=:: 1 n 1: ~ --~ r ,:3 t ton •::= f" t i-1,;:.: ,.~, r \) '···-.! 1 t h p r· .:J c t i c e -5 n .j t -L-i:.::: n :j-:= d f ·=' r 
l '.--1 .-J (' " ;) () I I • • ..::_: ~ .3 t ;"· ; J ··J i P. o 

In reg a r·d to t: he Hat i. on a l Oue s t ion·' J:•e do n ot app r·,::;acrJ 

this question abstract!~, 
r ather study it ustng the 

as a t ~ eoret1cal ~~erc1~e 1 but 
tools of OHM, as a gu1de to 

helping to solve mater1al oroblems 1n our societ v. 

l. The. ba:::.t:3 for se l f -deter·nnnat io n. 

i.de de t...) e l oprnen t of .. . 
Arne .--ic;an nat i ·Jn 

: ~ ! e (:: c1 n c c. n t r·· a t a d on t r -~ h 1 :s t ·J r· 1 c a l :;;., ~ ,_.:: G e --;, 
1 n this rJ evA l ;c•rrwn i: . pc• .·:. 1 ;-,.::1 the !- u ndamen tal con t r · 3 1j 1 •:. t 1 eon 
at ea c r-1 sta .Je. 
t h .;:, t de ue l o o e d 

:'lnd the FrJr·ms of or·gan1:: .3t1on ,':Jnd si:(·u.-·ol<3 
to speak to the fundamental contradiction. 

F~ f r o - Am e r· 1 c a n :s 1 n t h 1 ::. c o u n t r· :-,-• h a •,_, e t h e f o l 1 o •.-J 1 n '::) o , : t 5 t a n d i n •J 
dem~nds for solutrons. To this day these oroblems h 3ve not 
b e e n r· e. :s o l .,_, e d . d "' 5 p 1 t e '·: • e -'3 r· s o ~ s t r· u •J ·.:l l e b ~; A f' r o - r1 ,,-, e r 1 c •'3 n s . 
The problems are: 

1) Poor health care 
2) Poor education 
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3) Poor housing 
4) Unemployment 
'?) No job training 
6) Drug addiction and crime 

Stage -Fundamental co ntrad ic tion 15 legal . -. Af'ro-Amer1cans 
a re d~nied the1r leg al r1ghts to vote; be educat~d and use 
public acco mmodat io ns. 

The Civil R1ghts movement struooles for abolishment "of Ji m 
Crow Laws, inte g r ation of publi; schools ~n d facil1t1es. 

f he Uoting Rights movement struggles 
and to phvsically protect them while 
t o <,Jot e. 

to register black voter s 1 

thev execute their riaht 
J . .. - · 

Staoe II - There is a political trans it i onal period. Once 
t he legal problems ar e resol v ed the struggle beco me s one 
fo r p olitical powe r . Th e re are connections made to other 
anti -imperialis t l1ber at 1on struggles and to other groups 
1,-.Jlthin the U.S. 

T h e ;:~ n t 1 - ! d a r· f'1 o ~-' e men t t he H u man R 1 g h t s r-1 o 'v' em en t ; t he 
Black L ibera tion Movement : the Women's Liberation Movement 
etc. 

There 15 a movement to elect black officials t o o ff1ce to 
ga1n political power fpr Afro-Americans . Many black officials 
ar"e elected .: ther· e ar·e man~) black ma ::Jor· :::.; Jes :s e .].':!ckson r·an 
for pres1dent, e tc. 

'3 t ,, r:: .:; I I I - T h .~ 1 i rn i t ::; o f g a i n i n g r=• o 1 i t 1 c a 1 p o i_.,J e r ;_ .. J 1 t h 1 n 

thee- t s t ; ng economtc system become e~posed. The fundamental 
con t radiction is economic. Af ro-Amer ic ans need to a e t 
contr·ol o · . .Jer econ •:Jmtc r·es•jur·ces; ha ,_.e the po: ... Jer to ln< .... est and 
rein v est capttal in the1r own interest. 

Essentially, the out~tanding problems listed above are 
not yet resolved . It has become cle a r and will become 
cl e a r er that they cannot be solved by polit i cal means, 
but must be solved by a redi st rib ut io n of we alth . 

In referring back t o Stalin's definit1on of a nation, the 
Afro-Amer1?an natton ~oes not f~lly me et the definition of 
ha• . .Jtng an e conom1c life _; 1t is economi.cali~) dependent o n 
the U.'3 . economv. This does n ot mean that t here 15 not 
an Af r o - Amertc an nation, but that the e c onomic life Is 
•.Jnde rde~;e I oped. 

Emeraing in this period are economic forms of organ1zat1on 
and struggle. Examp les are 1n Boston, East Cle v eland 
an d Washington D.C. People in the se cities are struggling 
to _control their own economic resourc es. The form these 
struggles are taki n g is to se t up au to nomous cities , so 
as to control the resources of the area, and the distr i but i on 
O f tax dollars. ~~... -~ ~~· 

'•fr 
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Atlanta is an example of a city that has addressed the edonomic 
questfbn. _ There has been 4 billion dollars of investment in 
Atlanta sin~~A. Young has be~n mayor. This resource has 
been cant ro l 'f"ed within t·he b 1 ack community. The source of 
the investmen~ was international capital; A. Young has 
intern•t 1onal contacts and was able to attract the investmen t . 
Internationally, the U.S. is in de c line and the 5rd 
wor ld !S r 1s1ng. There is a b a sts for s ome countrtes; 
e . g ._, Ch i na _, to in v est in Afro-Amer·ican concer·ns. 

We dt :s ttngutshed between c1ties such as Chicago and 
Detroit where black political lea d ershtp has emerged 
1n a sense i~ default after the withdrawal of cap i tal 
in ve stment from the city and the emergence of t he new 
in Atlanta and Boston : etc . _, 1,<.1here t he is:=,ue of 
capital investment is being addressed directly . 
It v1as not ruled out .. tr1at gr·ass roots act l',.Jtty rr"::J~) 

already be occu r r i ng 1n Chicago which may late r develop 
into a demand for Forms of economic aut onomy . 

) III. Development of the Nattonal CJ u e :stion b~) the C.P. 

As ~ n external conditton: Marcus Gar v ey had organized an 
) economic enterprise to improve the ec o nomic condition of 

Afro-Amer· tcan people . It '·'Jo::t5 1n th1s context that t:he 

CP ::sought to aduance black le .3der:ship in the U. S. 

) 

j 

) 
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fh e histor y of the CP and th e Internationals 1n relat1on 
to the national questton reinforce t h e le s s o ns we l earned 
1n :stud~J 1 ng Da >v' l.s's hl _, R , an d C . l.dh1le t: he C.P. heLd a 
co r rect oosition on the national q u~st 1o ,.-, and ga•-)e. rnate.r1al 
support to Afro-Ame r1 can stru gg Les: the l. P . and th e 
stru•3gle advanced. lJn the other· h a n d, , ... . ,hen ~h>::: L.P. 
abandoned the st r u ggl e for A f r o-Amer1~ an self-determtnation 
and soc i alism, the effect was that it we akened i t self and 
the struggle f or soc1al1sm. 

PJ. Stud~J Glue.st ions 

1 . Issues that will cause the spread o f the movement for African
American autonomy and/or secess1on. 

Basically we discussed the list of problems to be resolved from 
abo v e - poor health care, p6 or education, poor housing 1 

unemplo)-•ment ·' · no -j oh tt-air-il.n·~~ dr·ug .3 dd1 c t (on 3n d cr· i me . The 
resolution of these problems require diff ere n t prtor1t1es 1n 
the allocation of res ources -- thus oush t he movement f or 
autonomy. 

2 . Discussion of the economics of the obJective side of the 
movement fo r self-determination. 

We discussed the decline of the U.S . on a glob a l :scale 1 

and a resultant l1mit on a v a1lable In t ernal economic 
resourses leading to the withdrawal of in vestment 1n the 
cities and social programs. On the other hand , the 
t h i r d wg_r l d has a p o t en t i a 1 t o become t he sou r c e of 
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capital investment in the U.S. In particular , there 
1s a basis for investments to be made by certain 
th1rd world countr1es in concern~ controlled by th i rd 
world people in this country. -3. What position should women take on self determination and 
r, o t .. •.l '·'' 1 1 1 t h e ~~} b e n e f 1 t ? 

It was clear From our discussion of W,R, and Chow tightly 
linked the struggle for self-d et erm1nat1on is to women's 
str ugg les . Gains by Afro-Americans and other oppressed 
national1t1es ha v e historically also benefited women . 

4. Discussion of the model o f the Aft' o-American nation. 

The discussion centered around the city of Atlanta, although 
we did not know much about the particular1ty. What was 
d1scussed was t he influ x of international capital and the 
economic development taktng place. 

We also discussed the housing pro ) ect in Washington D. C . • 
,,.,here once the communit~; had ' economic contro11 it r·e in·~,ested 

its capital a n d developed economically. 

c;; • tdh at i s 1 t i rnp or tan t to ·:; t u d ~J the Nat ion.::; l 
q :.Jes t tons? 

Women .::md Class 

It became c lear 1n the discussion that we study these questions 
b 8 cause t."e must under·stand them in or· .j er to sol'-./e pr·oblerns 
an d lea r n to take pos1t1ons cor r ectly. We dtscussed the 
or1ginal f rarnet,JOr·k of be in '~ p a r· t of the ne~-J rno•..;ement, 
l i nktng theorv w1th practice in relation to this question. 
We d1scussed how the Soviet Unton, Chtna, and the CP in 
this country had advanced base d on study and a correct analysis 
o f th es e qu~stions. 

6 . In a reconstituted soc 1ety, how will National, Women and 
Class questions be addressed politically, socially and 
economica ll~J. 

We a s a group we no t very clear on this question . Generally 
we felt that the requirements of the subordinant aspect 
would be addressed in all these areas, but did not get very 
concrete. One example was given of Cuba, where women wrote 
the marriage law , which helped define thei r social and polttical 
position in the new s oc1ety. 

7 Case Studies: 

In some cases, the perceptual assessment of the group was 
t ha t a nat ion d i d ex is t w i t h a r 1 g h t to s e l.f~ de t e r-rn 1 nat ion . 
(e . g. Basque: , NativeAmerican~~Ralest_.i.~ iahs). I~ other 
cases (e.g. ~. tkhs) th1s t.o.Jas not clear ~l~o.ut knowtng more 

"''"' about the political a~d economic histoPy. We did learn 
through discuss1on that assessin g the existence oF a 
nation 's right to self-determination requires contret~ 

· analysis and historical understanding. ) 



Example of resident O'.vnership in Washington, D.C. 

Kimi 0 Gray, Presiden~ of Kenilworth Parkside Resident Mg~t. Corp. in Washington, 
D.C. related this experience: 

Kenilworth was a housing project serving low income people, all or mostly 
black. The conditions were very poor~ buildings in a state of decay, broken 
windows, garbage not being collected, rats and bugs. There was a high drop
out rate among the children and a high crime rate in the .area. 

Kimi 0 Gray said that change started to take place back w·l.en there was-- ·a 
voter registration drive and a struggle to elect a black ~ayor. Sine~ 

no one was really running Kenilworth, some of the residents demanded that 
they take it over thenselves. Significant capital was obtained to renovate 
the area, based on ha~ing elected a black mayor and continuous struggle 
on the political level with various government bodies . 

The resident management corporation implemented the following programs: 
- Insisted that children do their homework after school. To this end, 

they set up a central location for doing homework. 
- Set up standards of discipline for residents and removed families who did 

not uphold the standards. 
- Did their own contracting for services, awarding the contracts to blacks. 

In particular, she mentioned that for the first time ~he garbage was 
regularly collected. 
iviade contact with ; ::~ppropriate agencies or people who co uld come to the 
project and help residents get into college 

- Set up training for persons hired to be in the management corporation -
these persons being residents. 

- Started a daycare center 
Started a cooperative grocery store in the project 

- Set up committees or bodies to deal with problems in the project, including 
discipline problems. 

- Supported residents who started up their own businesses which could serve 
the project - one that was mentioned was a man who did repair work. 

- Encouraged improvements, such as gardening, keeping up lawns , etc . 

The leadership was coming from women. Kimi 0 Gray was a single parent on 
welfare. 

She saw the. direction to go now as being to try to keep money in the community 
that is, that anything that i~ spent by the residents should in some way 
get fed back into the community . She emphasized starting businesses within 
the community which are black owned. 

She reported that welfare and crime were reduced dramatically and that the 
basis is that the project was owned and managed by the residents for themselves. 

This shows a change in direction that can take place when there is leadership 
and self-management. The capital was obtained at a time when public money 
was available. Kimi 0 Gray was holding workshops for people in Chicago 
on how to do this, and similar attempts are being made in Chicago. However, 
the money in the public sector is not generally available at this time. 

·.,.::.o. 


